
Five votes. That’s how close the U.S. House came
to restoring funds to the United Nations Population
Fund (UNFPA) last year. Just five votes. 

I hope you will keep that fact in mind over the next
few months as you are bombarded with political ads on
television, through the mail, and at your doorstep. 

Sadly, few candidates will highlight population
issues. You won’t see a TV ad about the ongoing envi-
ronmental devastation resulting from population
growth around the world. You won’t get a campaign
brochure about the Global Gag Rule and the harm it is
causing around the world. It will be a rare candidate
who will speak out against the cutoff of UNFPA and the
millions of people who are losing reproductive health
care services as a result. There probably won’t be much
debate over the failure of the United States to keep our
promises made at the groundbreaking international
population conference held in Cairo ten years ago. 

Just because they don’t want to talk about those
things doesn’t mean that they shouldn’t be made to.
Indeed, few topics need discussion more. There is hardly
a global problem that isn’t made worse by population
growth. And if we want a stable and peaceful world, we
have to work to ensure that people have a sense of hope
in their own futures. 

That means letting them have control over the
most personal aspects of their own lives. It means giv-
ing women and men the tools they need to limit and
space their children. It means giving the poorest coun-
tries in the world the ability to slow the population
growth that undermines their ability to provide even
the most basic needs—food, clean water, education,
housing, and jobs—to their citizens. 

We have a responsibility to make our elected 
officials think about this issue, to talk about this issue,
to take a stand—and finally, to hold them accountable. 

We hope that our annual Congressional Report Card
included in this issue will be a helpful tool for you to use
in this upcoming election. We’ve included a range of
votes cast in both the House and Senate to help you get a
picture of whether your views are being represented. 

The outcomes of so many critical issues are so close
that candidates must be asked where they stand.
Incumbents need to be asked to explain their records and
challengers need to articulate their positions. 

Americans have a unique role to play. Your vote is
critical—not just to you, your community, and your
country—but to people all around the world. 

Your vote determines the kind of country we are
and the kind of world we live in. Your vote affects the
people in Ethiopia who have lost health services as a
result of the Global Gag Rule; the people in the
Dominican Republic who have come to rely on UNFPA
for access to contraceptives; and people in Asia, Africa,
and Latin America who are counting on the promise of
Cairo being fulfilled so they may begin to change the
conditions in which they live. 

Use it wisely.
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