
Ten years ago, at the International
Conference on Population and Development
(ICPD) in Cairo, 179 nations came together
to set critical goals toward the improvement
of international development and women’s
rights. 

These nations reached a landmark
agreement to provide reproductive health
care and education for all women by 2015.
Developed nations promised to pay one-
third of the expenses necessary to fulfill that
goal, while developing countries would pay
the majority of the expenses, two-thirds,
themselves. 

The United States has not kept this
promise. 

From 1996-2001, the U.S. should have
provided an additional $8 billion to cover its
“fair share.” This money would have gone to
decreasing maternal mortality around the
world by ensuring that women have access
to pre- and post-natal care.  The money
would have increased reproductive freedom
and choice by ensuring that individuals have
access to information and to the widest 

possible range of contraceptive methods.
The money would have reached rural areas, 
providing education and economic opportu-
nities to impoverished communities. 

But the United States refuses to 
contribute its promised share. 

Population Connection joined mem-
bers of Congress and co-sponsors of the 
A Mother’s Promise the World Must Keep
campaign on July 8th to urge the Bush
administration to honor the promise the
United States made to women and families
around the world. 

Reps. Joseph Crowley (D-NY), Nita
Lowey (D-NY), and Carolyn Maloney (D-NY)
joined us in presenting a symbolic “overdue
invoice” to the administration.  The invoice
tallied up the $8 billion owed by the U.S.
and showed all of the good that could have
been accomplished if the money had been
paid on time.

Past
Due:
The U.S. Owes $8 Billion 
to Fulfill Promises 
Made at Cairo

The $8 billion owed
by the U.S. would
have prevented: 
113million 

unintended pregnancies 

50million unplanned
births 

48million induced 
abortions 

3 million infant deaths 

1million children 
losing their mothers

309,800 pregnancy-
related deaths

Below: Representatives and activists with the bill presented to Congress:
(l-r) Amy Coen, President, Population Action International; Peter Kostmayer,
President, Population Connection; Gloria Feldt, President, Planned
Parenthood Federation of America; Rep. Carolyn Maloney (D-NY), 
Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-NY), Rep. Nita Lowey (D-NY).Photo: PPFA

Rep. Nita Lowey (D-NY) details the immediate steps
that need to be taken to reduce maternal and infant
mortality around the world. Photo: Mara Nelson

Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-NY) scolds the Bush administration for
failing to live up to the United States’ promise to women around
the world to provide health care and education. Photo: Mara Nelson
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