Uni

gue Gifts

by Sarah BradleyCommunication Fellow

Who knew curbing population growth
could be as easy as dusting off an old coin col-
lection? Or adding a unique—and atruistic—
twist to your wedding? Our members often
surprise us with unusual ways to contribute to
Population Connection. Their creativity in
donating is welcome—and inspiring! Find out
how these members recently combined their
persona passions with their concerns about
population growth.

Timothy Viselli and Lisa Schway

Timothy Viselli and Lisa Schway of La
Canada, California, members of Population
Connection (formerly Zero Population Growth)
for over twelve years, have become increasingly
concanmed with population issues. Over the past
few years, Tim said that it “became obvious that
al of our problems— disease, crime, shortages—
have their rootsin population growth. We don't
have shortages of anything, we just have an
overabundance of humans!” he said.
“Population Connection is one of thefew groups
thet addresses the root of theissue.”

“When Lisa and | got married, we really
didn't need any more stuff,” said Tim. Insteed,
for their December wedding, “We wanted to do
something that mattered, that would wake
people up.” Their solution? They asked guests
to forego giving unneeded toasters or fondue
sets, and to give gifts of a different kind: to
become members of Population Connection.

Their friends and family not only joined them
in celebrating their nuptials, but also in
suppoting population stabilization and
Population Connection.

Guy Ferguson

“I guess you could say that | have been
involved in population issues dl my 87 years of
life,” said Population Connection member C.
Guy Ferguson. “At avery early age, | realized
thee are too many of us. Thisworld contains
beautiful things, like warm summer days, and
terible ones, like pollution and plagues. And
it seemed to me that human beings are a
mixed blessng.”

Population Connection is
the head of the pack when
it comes to redly address
ing the core problem.
—Timothy Viselli

Mr. Ferguson combined this belief with his
lifetime hobby of coin collecting, which he
began around age three Coins “seemed to have
a magicd vaue to humans” he said. “I didn't
understand why they held that magical value,
but | liked collecting things that were very old,
that had been around far longer than | had.”

Earlier this year, Mr. Ferguson donated
his entire collection of coins to Population
Connection. “l wanted to give my collection
to an organization that was in touch with my
beliefs” he said. “I just hope [my gift] will do
some good in theworld.”

contact our
1-800-767-1956.

We thank these members and others who've
found creative ways to support Population
Connectiog’efforts to ow population growth and
create a better qudity of life for generations to come.
If you would like to donate a unique gift, or would
like more information about such donations, please
Development Department at
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