From the Editor

Welcome to a watershed issue of The
Repoter. There is a new look, a new name,
and anew urgency

We checked the archives, and to our best
knowledge, this issue of The Reporter marks
the first time we have ever run the work of a
Pulitzer Prize winner. Ann Telnaes won the
Pulitzer in 2001 for editoria cartooning, and
we are proud to have her cartoons on our
cover and on page 8. We were particularly
taken by these cartoons because in a few lines
she manages to sum up both the meanness
and wrong-headedness of the Bush adminis-
tration on the issue of family planning.

Next, you may have noticed that we have
redesigned the cover and that we have a (sort
of) new name. For many years, our officia pub-
lication was a newdetter called The Nationd
Repoter which grew up into a tabloid news-
paper cdled The ZPG Reporter. It evolved into
a magazine four years ago. With our new
organizational name and a new look to the
magazine, we have become The Reporter.

Some people tell us that they dways look
at the back of amagazine first. If you do that
with this issue, you will find on page 24 a
really interesting map of the United States
that has a huge number of dots on it. Each of
those dots repesents a workshop presented by
the Population Education department of
Population Connection. At these 600+ work-
shops, our Pop Ed department trained more
than 12,000 teachers|ast year.

Most of the rest of thisissue is devoted to
policies of the Bush administration, which if
left unchecked will have a very negative
impact on our work to stabilize population
bothin theworld and inthe U.S.

An overwhelming amount of reseach
has shown that the single best way to curb
population growth worldwide is to make sure
that everyone has access to voluntary family
planning. Wherever comprehensive repio-
ductive hedlth care is available to anyone who
seeks it, birth rates go down, maternal
mottality rates go down, and child survival
ratesgo up.

So, with good family planning, people
have the number of children they want to
have, their children are hedthier, and mothers
arelesslikdy to die from complications dueto
pregnancy and childbirth. Seems like a good
idea al around. Americans get it. An over-
whelming majority support voluntary family
planning and bdieve that internationa family
planning is a good investment for our foreign
addalars.

Read our special section beginning on
page 6 about our Campaign to Save Family
Planning for an in-depth look at how the Bush
administration is trying to shut down dl such
programs and what Population Connection
(with your help) plansto do about it.

At home, the Bush administration is
invading classrooms with an ill-conceived
“education” program they call abstinence-
only-until-manied and which we call The
Policy to Increase Teen PregnancyThe
abstinence-only programs mandated by the
Bush administration actually forbid teachers
to answer questions from their students
about birth control and disease prevention.
These programs have been shown to be not
only ineffective, but to actually contribute to
an increase in teen pregnancy rates and
sexually transmitted infections. Births to
teens are a large contributor to population
growth in the U.S., where teen pregnancy
rates continue to be the highest (by far) of
any developed country.

Finally we are delighted to have some
members describe how they made Unique
Gifts (page 15) and other members tell how
they have created a Legacy for the Future
(page 22) to ensure the ongoing work of
Population Connection.

TimCline
Director of Communication
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