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The United Nations estimates the world population will reach between
7.3 billion and 10.7 billion by the mid-21st century, depending on vary i n g
assumptions about future birthrates. The eart h ’s total population is most
likely to grow by at least 1.5 billion people in the next 40 years. 

S o u rce: United Nations

Ehrlich: Population and Biodiversity
A c c o rding to a recent article by Paul R. Ehrlich and others in

N a t u re, a growth in household numbers globally influence bio-
diversity loss even when the population size declines. If the average
household size in 2015 were the same as in 1985, there would be
415 million fewer households in hotspot countries. The increase in
households often results in urban sprawl, and consequent higher
per capita re s o u rce consumption in smaller households translates
into a serious threat to biodiversity conservation. 

So u rce: N a t u re, (advance online publication), J a n u a ry 12, 2003
Paul Ehrlich, Jianguo Liu, Gretchen C. Daily, and Gary W. Luck 

It took all of history up to the nineteenth century to re a c h
the first billion people, but just 12 years to add the sixth 
billion. About 75 million people were added in 2002 alone.
For a great visual illustration of population growth over the
past 2,000 years, see Population Connection’s award - w i n n i n g
video, World Population, available to order from 
1-800-767-1956, or online at www. PopulationEducation.org .

PopPop

Photo: JHU/CCP



The Reporter Winter 20035

$7 billion
The United States has the highest rates of 
teen pregnancy and birt h—by far—of any
comparable country. There are nearly a million
teen pregnancies each year and about half as
many teen births. US taxpayers shoulder at
least $7 billion annually in direct costs and lost
tax revenues associated with teen pre g n a n c y
and childbearing. 

S o u rce: National Campaign to Pre v e n t
Teen Pre g n a n c y
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F e rtility and population growth are highest in poorest countries. The least developed countries will most
likely triple their populations by 2050, from 600 million in 1995 to 1.8 billion. 

S o u rce: United Nations, 2001 World Population Prospects: The 2000 Revision
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P o v e rty Kills:  Life expectancy in

the least developed countries is just
49 years, and one in ten children do
not reach their first birt h d a y. In
high-income countries, by contrast,
the average life span is 77 years, and
the infant mortality rate is six per
1,000 live births. 

S o u rce: State of the Wo r l d
Population, 2002, UNFPA

350 million couples worldwide lack access to the full range of modern family
methods, and as many as 150 million women want to limit or delay their
number of children but are not using any method of family planning. 

S o u rce: UNFPA, Population Issues, Briefing Kit 2001

pPo u r ri
The real issue with population is not just numbers of pe o p l e,
although numbers matter and statistics give us quantatative
insight and prevent us from making fools of ourslve s.The re a l
c rux of the population question is the quality of pe o p l e’s live s …

—Joel E.Co h e n


