Photo: JHU/CCP The United Nations estimates the world population will reach between

7.3 billion and 10.7 billion by the mid-21st century, depending on varying
assumptions about future birthrates. The earth’s total population is most
likely to grow by at lesst 1.5 billion people in the next 40 years.

Souce United Nations

Ehrlich: Populaion and Bodiversity

Accouding to arecent article by Paul R. Ehrlich and othersin
Natue, a growth in household numbers globally influence bio-
diverdty loss even when the population s ze declines. If the average
household size in 2015 were the same as in 1985, there would be
415 million fewer households in hotspot countries. The increasein

It took al of history up to the nineteenth century to reach households often results in urban sprawl, and consequent higher
thefirst billion people, but just 12 years to add the sixth per capita resoure consumption in smaller households trandates
billion. About 75 million people were added in 2002 done. into aserious threat to biodiversity conservation.

For agreat visud illustration of population growth over the Souce: Natue, (advance online publication), Januarl2, 2003
past 2,000 years, see Population Connection's award-winning Paul Ehrlich, Janguo Liu, Gretchen C. Daly, and Gary W. Luck

video, World Population, available to order from
1-800-767-1956, or online at www. PopulationEducation.org.

Compiled by Aunima DharCommunication Fellow
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Thered issuewith populationisnat just numbersof people
dthough numbersmatter and statigicsgive usquantatative
insght and prevent usfrommakingfodsof ourdve sThereal
ciux of the population questionisthequality of peopléslivess ...
—Jod E.Cohen

The United States hasthe highest rates of

teen pregnancy and birth—by far—of any
comparable country. Thereare nearly amillion
teen pregnancies each year and about half as
many teen births. US taxpayers shoulder at
least $7 billion annually in direct costs and lost
tax revenues ated with teen pregnancy
and childbearing.

Souce Nationa Campaign to Prevent
Teen Pregnancy

350 million couples worldwide lack access to the full range of modern family
methods, and as many as 150 million women want to limit or delay their
number of children but are not using any method of family planning.

Souce: UNFPA, Population Issues, Brigfing Kit 2001

Fetility and population growth are highest in poorest countries. The least developed countries will most
likely triple their populations by 2050, from 600 millionin 1995 to 1.8 billion.
Souce United Nations, 2001 World Population Prospects The 2000 Revision

-

Povety Kills Life expectancy in
the least developed countries is just
49 years, and one in ten children do
not reach their first birthday In
high-income countries, by contrast,
the average life span is 77 years, and
the infant mortality rate is six per
1,000 live births.

Souce State of theWorld
Population, 2002, UNFPA
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