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January 2001 
Bush re s u rrected the Global Gag Rule, ending U.S. aid to international family planning programs whose
s e rvices included—but did not use U.S. funds for—informing women of legal abortion options, pro v i d i n g
safe and legal abortion services, or lobbying for abortion law re f o rm with their own funds.* 

April 2001
In his first budget submitted to Congress, Bush tried to eliminate contraceptive coverage for federal
employees, which has covered Viagra since 1998; the House re s t o red the coverage.1 Bush also pro p o s e d
to cut Maternal and Child Health Block Grants and to freeze money for Healthy Start pro g r a m s .2

May 2001
Bush nominated to the 5t h C i rcuit Court of
Appeals both Charles Pickering, a form e r
Mississippi state senator who has supported a
constitutional amendment outlawing abort i o n
and voted against family planning funding,
and Priscilla Owen, who has created barr i e r s
for women and teens to have access to abor-
tion and who believes minors should never be
allowed to have access to abort i o n s .3 B o t h
nominations were defeated by the Senate. 

Due to pre s s u re from Congress and activists,
Bush withdraws consideration of John Klink,
an opponent of birth control, as head of the
U.S. global population programs. 

November 2001
Bush named Patricia Funderbunk Wa re, an ardent 
abstinence-only support e r, to head the Pre s i d e n t i a l
A d v i s o ry Council on HIV/AIDS. 

January 2002 
B u s h ’s Secre t a ry of Health and Human
S e rvices designated “unborn children” as
eligible for the Childre n ’s Health Insurance
P rogram (CHIP), while refusing to pro v i d e
health coverage to pregnant women.4

May 2002
At a U.N. Special Session on
C h i l d ren, the State Depart m e n t
allied with Syria, Iran, Iraq,
Sudan, Libya to block consensus
on sexuality education.5 

June 2002
Key health findings were altered on the Center for Disease
C o n t rol and Prevention (CDC) and National Institute for Health
(NIH) websites. Specifically, new wording refutes volumes of 
evidence previously available on the site re g a rding findings that
a b o rtions do not increase breast cancer risks and condoms’ 
ability to protect against HIV.6 Also, findings that condom 
education does not increase sexual activity were expunged.7

B u s h ’s HHS Secre t a ry has yet to fully explain these actions.

August 2002
Bush again flip-flopped on funding, retracting an earlier
move to provide $2.5 million in emergency funds for
Afghan women; Bush’s backtracking also blocked the
release of an additional $90 million for Afghan women 
as well as $200 million for HIV/AIDS.1 0

March 2001
Bush closed the White
House Office for Wo m e n ’s
Initiatives and Outreach. 

*See page 21 for endnotes
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July 2002
Despite his own State Depart m e n t ’s re p o rt, which found no violations of the UNFPA program, Bush withheld $34 million in
family planning aid, which had been pledged by Congress, Secre t a ry of State Colin Powell, and even the President himself.8

After stating that the Convention to Eliminate All Forms of Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) was “generally 
desirable and should be approved,” the Bush administration changed course and attempted to block the Congressional 
vote on CEDAW.9

September 2002
Bush named Dr. Freda McKissic Bush to head the CDC’s Advisory Council on HIV and STD Pre v e n t i o n .
D r. Bush, director of an abstinence-only program, is also a member of an anti-condom re s e a rch gro u p .

October 2002
At the first U.N. population 
c o n f e rence in Bangkok, Assistant
S e c re t a ry of State Gene Dewey
said that the U.S. “supports the
sanctity of life from conception to
natural death.”1 1

The Bush administration 
extended federal protections to
e m b ryos—granting them the
same protections as adults, 
c h i l d ren, and fetuses—by 
changing the mission of the
A d v i s o ry Committee on Human
R e s e a rch Pro t e c t i o n s .12 

November 2002
B u s h ’s administration froze $3 million in funding to the World Health
O rg a n i z a t i o n ’s (WHO) re p roductive health program because they had
re s e a rched the “morning after pill.” 1 3

December 2002
At the second U.N. population conference in Bangkok, the U.S. delegation moved to
delete the terms “re p roductive health services,” “re p roductive rights,” and “sexual
health and rights” from a resolution, while pushing abstinence.  The U.S.’s objections
w e re shot down by votes of 32-1 and 33-1.1 4

Bush nominated David Hager to head the FDA’s Reproductive Health Drugs Advisory
Committee.  As a physician, Hager pre f e rred not to prescribe contraceptives to unmarr i e d
women, advocated against the morning after pill, and advised that prayer and reading the
Bible would relieve PMS symptoms (see page 13 for more inform a t i o n) .1 5

January 2003
Bush renominated judicial 
candidates Charles Pickering and
Priscilla Owen who were pre v i o u s l y
c o n s i d e red and rejected by the Senate
(see May 2001). 

For the second year in a ro w, Bush
d e c l a res the anniversary of Roe vs.
Wade “National Sanctity of Life Day. ”1 6

2 0 0 3
B u s h ’s 2003 budget pro p o s a l
cuts $65 million from 
i n t e rnational family planning
funds, does not include funds
for UNFPA, and provides for a
$33 million increase in funding
for abstinence-only sex 
education pro g r a m s .1 7
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