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Ellen Goodman

In Morocco, a healt
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Cutting off Women

to

by Ellen Goodman

OVER THE YEARS | thought my mind
had become boggle-proof. It's a side effect of
joumdism. Sconer or laer, we judt lose the
ability to be asdonished by anything the gov-
emment says. We lose the capacity to be over-
whelmed by even the most nimble politica
spn.

But the Bush administration chadlenged
dl my insulation this wesk when it withheld
$34 million in family planning funds designat-
ed for the United Nations. The stated reason—
and | usethe word “reason” locsdy—is that
the United Nations Population Fund works in
China Any money tothe agency, it said, heps
the “Chinese government to implement more
effectively its programs of coerciveabortion.”

h worker explains various contraceptive
methods to a patient as she examines an IUD.
Photo: Lauen Goodsmith, JHU/CCP

Well, dlow me to explain the circuit
breaker on outrage. Nane of themoney wegive
to the Population Fund goes to the Chinese
govenment anyway. It's against the law. Its
d against the law far any U.S. money to fund

Spite China

abotionsoversess | know this, and so do the
fdks in the Bush administration. Worst, and
hee'sthe dincher, theyalso know that the UN
isnt part of the problem of Chinds coercive
pdicies;itspat d the slution.

Neveithdess, Colin Powdl, acting as
front man for the White House, wrote, “If
thee is a single principle that unifies
Americans with conflicting views on the sub-
jedt, it isthe conviction that no woman should
be forced to have an abortion.” True enough.
But Powell failed to mention that this sngle
principle dso unifies the United N aions.

The UN is an recod dl over the plece as
opposing the farced sterilizations and abor-
tions that have too often accompanied Chinds
one-child policy. It spendsonly $3.5
million o a$270 million budget in
the People’s Republic, but itis
gent in 32 cauntiesin Chinain a
deliberate efort to show the
Chinese government that voluntary
family planning works.

“Here are the horrible things
weéve done in China,” says the
Funds Sarah Craven with a good
ded of restrant. “Weve published
nmeterids letting the Chinese know
the rights they have under UN
humean rights treaties. We've con-
tracted to train family planning
workers on quality care and
informed consent. We've pad so
Chinese family planning workers
can go to other countries and see
how it works. And we have a
womens empower ment initiative to work on
literacy and hedth care.”

Indeed—hercomes another boggle—
the rateof abortion has decreasad intheplaces
wherethe UN haswarked. “We'rethere to give
the women of China hope” shecondudes

Remember |ast year when the secretaly of
state praised UN Population Fund's “invalu-
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able work” around the world? Since then, a
team of British parliamentarians, including an
ardent profife leeder, went to Chinaand con-
cduded that UN fund was a force for positive
change. Since then, a three-member team
sent by our government also gave the UN a
cean reportcard.

But in an act of public humiliation wor-
thy of Mao’'s Red Guard, Powell was forced to
recant publicly and ddiver the party line o the
right wing.

No one is making light of coercion in
China—ceainly not those who bdiee in a
womars right to decide. But itsfar to ask
whether we change policy best by engaging or
disengaging with another government.

Just last month, Health and Human
Sewices Secretay Tommy Thompson proudly
announced tha we would work with China—
indeed, with the same Health Minigry that
administers population policies—on issues of
HIV/AIDS. Meanwhile, we 9gn trade agree
mentsand exploredoser military ties Hasthe
old two-Chinapolicy marphed into anew two-
China policy?0One for family panning and one
for everything ds?

The Bush adminidration says it will give
the family planning money to our own Agency
for Internationa Devdopment. Fine. But lets
remember that US AID operates in 84 coun-

tries, compared with the UN’s 140. It operaes
unilaterallyAnd why, by the way, do we need
to replicate progransin, say, Aighanigan?

Thisisthestory. In an effort to punish
China, the same Chinatha we engage with
evey day, we are going to withhold money;
which wouldn't go to China anyway, from the
rest of thewarld'swomen.

As Amy Coen of Population Action
Intenational says. “ This is the man who sup-
pots women’s rights? This administration is
plecating and throwing red meat to a politicd
basethat doesn't bdieve in family planning.’

Follow the bouncing boggle In an effort
to punish a UN operation that “gives hope to
women in Ching” we are gaing to withdraw
$34 million that pays for midwives and hospi-
tds, hirthing kits and contraceptives. And to
gppeese the domestic “right-to-life’ 1dbby, we
are going to withhold enough money to pre-
vent 2 million unwanted pregnandies, 4,700
matenal deaths, and morethan 77,000 infant
and child desths

If Bush getsaway with thisone, I' m defi-
nitely gonna take myself in for some new
boggle-profing.
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WELCOME to dl who haverecently joined Population Gonnection and arereceiving TheZR5 Reporterfor the
firg time. And thanks aggin to dl of our members we deeply gopreciate your concern, your participationin
Paopul ation Connection’s ongai ng projects, and your financia support. You make our work possild eand effective.
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