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From the Editor

AsthisRepoter goesto press, the plight
of millions of women who lack access to
reproductive hedth careand family planning
is in danger of growing even more grave.
With President Bush's reimposition of the
QA obal Gag Rule and recent reneging on
funds to the United Nations Popul ation Fund
(UNFR), the hedth and wdfare of women—
and men, children, and families—will deteri-
arate worldwide. But reneging on promises
is not just about questionable ethics, or
about stting a bad example. As you know,
the repecussions of evadngour responsibil
ities with the UNFPA have real conse-
guences. Consequences that you, as a
Population Connection member, understand.

The problem of population is not a tem-
poray one nor isit trivial. But it seams that
President Bush does not want to accept the
fact that so many problems, both here and
abpad, stem from unsustainable population
growth—and his choice towithhold promised
lifesaving funds. Depriving people of access to
reproductivehedth careishardy asmdl ma-
ter to those people who suffer the conse-
quences. President Bush's choice will directly
aflect socid and economic lives of millions,
and for some, hisdedision will have as dragic
an effect asdeciding life or death. And, Bush’s
action has the disastrous long term efect o
dlaving population to grow unchecked, lead-
ing to even mare negative consequences.

This special issue of The Reporter is
about the migakes that are currently being
made by the Bush administration. Press reae
tion to withholding UNFPA funds was amaz-
ingly unanimaus. From Bog on to Pittsburgh,
Atlanta to San Francisco, concerned writers
gooke out aboutthe inherent wrongness of
President Bush's actions. Population
Connectiols’ Director of Government
Relaions, Brian Dixaon, agreed towrite about
the problems that will result fram the admin-
istratiorsheedless actions.

Wed a9 like you to know about someof
our recent activities so we've included infor-
mation about cur wark in the field, on college
campuses, in population education, in the
meda, and on Capitol Hill. And we also went
tole you—aur members—know howyau can
hdp in this batle. Capitol Hill Days is just
around the carner Thistraining and advocacy
event has become increasingly popular with
our memters, attracting activists and Didrict
Activist Network participants, as wel as col-
lege students and young adults. But even if
you can't make the event, the artidle tels you
how to become involved as a goonsar. There is
asoan article on how to become a DAN mem-
be and how you can become the “voice”
of Populaion Connection—and population
stabilizatiorinyour area

Mast importantly, howvever, thisissue con-
tains the Congessional Report Card for the
upcoming dections. As you know, dections
matterlt isvital—epecidly this year, when we
hae somuch a gake—tha everyone get aut
and make an educated vote. The situation in
the U.S. House and Senate is tantalizingly
dose, and we have a chance to get moreof our
suppokersto theHouse and the Senate. There
ae two things you can do to help out. Just
remove the Congessional Report Card from
the magazine and see how your candidates
measu# up an important populaion issues.
And, while you're at it, take a second and
remove theenve goe in the magazineand send
yaur contribution to Population Gonnection.
The recent actions of this administration have
spured uson to work even harder far popula
tion stabilization—but we need your help
to continue.
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L eeS. Polansky
Editor
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