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" From the President

When George Bush slashed dl $34 million dlo-
cated for United Nations Paopulation Fund (UNFPA)
family planning prog ams this summer, afirestom
of editorial criticism erupted: “inexcusablean
intemnational embarrassment pandering.purk
tanical, narrow minded.”

The Pittsbugh Post-Gazette cdled it “achegp
politicd act that should be reversed on an urgent
bass.” Newsdaysad, “Like Dr. Strangelove, the
Bush administration seems unable to passby a
right-wing agendawithout sauting. ”

After Bush imposed the odicus Glabd Gag Rule
last year, we came within four votes of rescinding
the Gag Rule. Wewon in the Senate and log by a
scant four votes in the 435 member House of
Repesentatives.

Now our task isclear. We must keep popul aion
and family planning on a nationd agenda crowded
with tak of war and economic uncertainty. Most of
al, we must remind Congressthat it gpproved $34
million far UNFPA. Bush signed that funding into
law; then—incedibly—cancd ed it.

Bush has done enormous damage to family
planning. Congress can overrule him and restoe
full funding

Her's wha UNFPA could have donewith the
$34 million in family planning funds slashed
by Bush:

$34 million could prevent two million
unw anted pregnancies. It could save
4,700 wormen from death reated to child-
bearing. It could also prevent 77,000
infant and child deaths in the poorest
paceson earth.

The Radical Right is up in arms over
UNFR's presence in China. These extremists
dont seem to know—or care—that this UN
agency promotes purely voluntary family plan-
ning. Nor isthis political faction interested that
not one dime of U.S. funds wes goingto programs
in Chinaanyway.

Geopge Bush's own handpicked investigative
team recently retuned from China. They repoted
that UNFPA programs are doing exactly what
they’le supposad to do: providing family planning
and helping women.

Accoding to the Bush administration, the very
fact that UNFPA operaes in Chinamakes it com
plicit in human rights abuses committed by the
Chinese government. The decision was made in
direct opposition to the recommendation mede by
the Presidens own fact-findng team dter it visted
Chinat o examine UN FPAs program.

Anti-family planning groups have been pres
suring the administration for months to openly
demonstrate President Bush's anti-family plan-
ning bias by per manently denying money to
UNFR. Bush'srecent decision wes based soldy on
domestic poalitical calculations and not on the
merits of UN FPA's excd lent work.

Suppoters of UNFPA on Capitol Hill have
vowed to restoe ad for the agency in next year's
budget. The Senate Appropriations Committee has
voted to dlocate $50 million for UNFPA in the 2003
Foreign Aid spending bill. And U.S. Rep. Carolyn
Maloneydong with other members of Congress,
introduced the “Still Saving Womens Lives Act of
202." Thehill, H.R. 5293 gives money to UNFFA
for 2003 and makes it harder for the President to
deprive women around the world of reproductive
healthcarservices

You and | know something that Presdent Bush
does not em to understand—that thereis aclear
connection between population gronth and virtual
ly every challenge facing our planet. We must per-
suade Congressto undo the terrible damage dready
done by the Bush administration to family planning
around this crowded, danger ousworld of ours
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