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PopEd Goes to
Preschool

by Amber Johnson, Population Education Fellow

Resoure scar city, consumption patterns
and presevation may seem like weighty issues
for a group of five-year-olds. Just ak those
five-yeaolds to divide and share a bowl of
Goldfish™ crackers, however, and these issues
suddenly make perfect sense. The tasty ched-
dar “fish” (and other naturd resouces) arein
shott supply, and ensuring acammunity full
d happy students meanslearning to conserve
and cooperate.

This hands-on exercise, one of ninein
Population Education's new curriculum kit
Sharing a Sall World, dlows young learners
to explore their con-
nections with other
people, the wider
community and the
enviomonment.
Designed for pre-
Kindergarten
through second
grade, the kit is
Population Connec-
tion’s first officdd
ventueinto ealy
childhood educa-
tion and meets
national teaching
standads for socid
studies, science,
geography and
mathemetics. With
lessons on resouwre
use, population dy-
namics, and the humen impact on the natura
world, Sharing a Smal World gives teachers
new tools for presenting environmental
conceptsin aninnovative and infarmative way.

While Population Connection has been
developing hands-on educational materid
snce the mid-1970's, the Sharing a Small
Wbrld project presented a paticular chdlenge
for the Population Education team. After dl,
holding the attention of a room full of
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fouryeardds is no easy task! Asrepoted by
Pameda Wasseman, director of Population
Connectiors Population Education depart-
ment, “We found the input from our ealy
childhoad reviewers to be invd uable. They're
immersed in fingerpaint and dried mecaroni
evey day and know firg-hand what engages
young minds.”

Encauragng young students to draw on
peronal experiencesisone of the best ways to
help children learn about responsible citi zen-
ship. Early childhood educator Judith Dighe
amues that “environmentd education for
young children is
about wonder, and
it's about teaching
responsibility and
caring for a child's
immediate environ
ment and gradudly
widening circes of
the Eath.” The
activities in Sharing
- a Small World do
Y just tha. Whether
through aJungle
Book-inspired dis-

SHARING

[

Envionmental cussion of the “bare
Activities necessities of life’,
for Young Leaners a handson demon-

stration adout river
pollution, or the
creation of an indi-
vidud action pledge,
studentslearn to become gobd dcitizens in the
214 century.

We hope your children, grandchildren,
and students will enjoy these activities as
much as weenjoyed creating them.

Toorder Shaing a Small World for jug $5.00
or far a free download, please vist our website
at www.populationconnectioq.@r, call the
PopEd Department at 1-800-767-1956.
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