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Nicholas D. Kristof

Bush vs Women

by Nicholas D. Kristof

The centrd mord struggle of the 19th
centuy concerned slavery, and that of the
20th pitted democracy against N azism,
Communism and other despotic isms. Our
own pre-eminent moral chdlenge will be to
eae the brutdity that kills and maims grls
and women across much of Africaand Asia

Alas, this summer President Bush is
putting the U.S. on the wrong side of the ba-
tle lines. Most outrageous, last month Mr.
Bush cut off dl $34 million in funds for the
United Nations Population Fund, in all 142
countriesin which it opera es because of con-
cemns about itsrolein China What does this
mean ontheground?

An emergency obstet ric care program was
to begin this year in Burundi, where only one-
quater of births are atended by a traned
midwife (dmog none by a doctar) andwhere
onewoman in eight will die in childbirth.

Because of Mr. Bush'smove, however, that
program in Burundi hasnow been cancd ed—
adong with plansfor midwvifetraining in Algeria,
acenter tofight AIDSin Hati and a meternal
mortality reduction program inInda

Consevatives are right to object to
Chinasoften brutd one-child pdicy. Butonly
Washington could come up with a solution to
Chinese prodems that invol veskilling teenage
girlsin Burundi.

Aside from cutting off funding for the
population agency, the Bush administration is
busy devadtating third-warld women in other
ways Itis trying to bock alandmark interna
tiond treaty on the rights of women, even
though the Sate Department initidly backed
it. The treaty known astheConvention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Againg Women, a CEDAW, would make no

This mother and her child live in Mali, one of
the 142 countries that UNFPA serves.
The Bush administration has cut all funding
for UNFPA in all of these countries.
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diference in Americabut would be one more
tool to help women in countries where
d<criminaion meansdeath.

The Bush administration is also under-
cutting internationd efforts to use confer-
encesto bolster suppart for rural hedth care
for poor women. For example, the Bushies
tied up negptiations far this month's Earth
Summit in Johannesburg by insisting that
documents be purged of phrases like “repio-
ductive health services’ that they think
connote &bortion.

Presdent Bush hasd o walloped interna-
tional family planning efforts by banning the
use of American ad to oversess organizations
that provide any informetion about aboortions.

10 The Repoter Fall 2002



ayout-Final 10/3/02 2:11 PM Page 11

rl-l

NOT TO0 ERRLY

iy

e limg
I'-h:'."T TOO LATE

NHEW HEORS

r- L

Hin}nwgwrnmw PLANNING CENTER

CATION = DEVELOPMENT SERVICES,

'!..':-.H. |'.-'r..|l.'.

L AP EEYIIE FP
] 'h" 1

NOT TOO MY

INC. )

An illustrated sign in front of the Neighbors Family Planning Center in Zamboanga City, Philippines. Photo: JHU/CCP

And while Mr. Bush basked in his promi<e of
$500 million for the global AIDS fund, his
administration is making such onerous
demends of the fund that none of the money
can beused anytimesoon.

In one crucid fidd, thebattle aganst sex-
ud trafficking, it is conservative Christians
who have taken thelead in fighting on behdf
of third-world women. So on this one issue
has Mr. Bush shavn any mettle?

No. Asa repmachful letter to him from a
broad range of conservative leaders pointed
out on dune 28, the adminidraion recod “is
one of passiveacceptance of thewarld traffick-
ing sausquo.”

In the Bush adminidration, the assump-
tion isthatin dl these cass the fundamentd
issue is abortions or sex. Itisnot.

The centrd issue is that 500,000 women
die ech year in pregnancy or childbirth; that
100 million women and girls warldwide are
“missng” because they are denied adequate
food or medical care, or because they are
aboted or killed a birth because they are
female; that 60 percent of the children kept
out of elementary school are girls; that 130

million girls have undergone genitd mutila-
tion; that between one and two million girls
and women are trafficked into prostitution
annually

If I'm angry, it's because those figures
conjue red faces of people I've met: Aisha
Idris, a Sudanese peasant left incontinent
dter gving birth a 14, with no midwife or
prenatd care to astillborn child; Mariam
Kalega, a young woman nursing her dying
baby in a Tanzanian village far from any doc-
tor; Siy, a smart and vibrant 13-year-old
Cambodian girl who was <0ld into prostitu
tion by her stepfather and by now is probably
dead of AIDS.

Instead of joining the fight on behalf of
Ms. Idris Ms Karega or Siy, the Bush admin-
istration is dlying the U.S. with the likes of
Iran, Sudan and Syriato frustrate internation
d dfortsto save the lives of some o the most
hel pless people on earth. Sormehow we have
became the core d an Axis of Medievd.
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