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A Special Note from
the Board of Directors

After a year of careful review and consideration, the Board of
Directors of Zero Population Growth on February 2, 2002, voted
unanimously to change the name of our organization to

Population Connection effective May 1, 2002.

As board members, we voluntegr ourtime, energy, and support
because we sharewith ZPG® 70,000 membersadegp and abiding
concern about the critical need for populaionstabilization.
Wewant people evaywhereto join our cause so that, together,
we can maketheworld better, safer, and less-crowdad. We are

changingour name but our mission remains exectly the same.

Thereis aclear connectionbetween populaiongrowthand
virtually every chdlengefecing our planet. Astheleading
grassrootspopulaion organizetion, ZPG hasbeen the
Mopulaion connectionOfa 34 years. By changing our nameto
Population Connection,wehopeto rdly even more support
for thekindof education ard action that canN and mustN
changetheworld.

Check us out onlinevww.populationconnection.or(
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Breaking News Breaking News Breaking News

One of the most important off-year elections in history is nearly upon us. We urge
you to review all of the information in both the magazine and in the special
Congressional Report Card we have included. Know where candidates in your home state
stand on population, family planning, reproductive rights, support for UNFPA and other
critical issues that will impact the future of all of us.

In coming issues of the magazine, check this space for the latest news on population
and information that developed as we were going to press.

Cover: More than 20 million Nigerians donOt hae access to family planning and reproductive The Repater Fall 2002 1

health services. Half of all women have children by the age of 20. This young mother awaits health
care at a clinic in Jos, Nigeria among a crowd that has flocked to the newly established program.
Photo: Liz Gilbet, Coutesy of the David and Lucile Packafoundation (JHU/CCP)



From the President

When George Bush slashed dl $34 million dlo-
cated for United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA)
family planning programs this sunmer, afirestom
of editorial criticism erupted: nexcusablean
intenational embarrassmeftpandering purk
tanical, narrowminded.O

The Pittsbugh Post-Gazette caled it Gachesp
politica act tha should be reversed on an urgent
bads.ONewsdaysaid, Qike Dr. Strangelove, the
Bush administration seems unable to pass by a
right-wing agendawithaut sauting O

After Bush imposed the adious Gabd Gag Rule
last year, we came within four votes of rescinding
the Gag Rule. Wewon in the Senate and lost by a
scant four votes in the 435 member House of
Repesentatives.

Now our task isdear. We must keep papul ation
and family planning on a nationa agenda crowded
with talk of war and economic uncertainty Most of
al, we must remind Congresstha it goproved $34
million far UNFPA. Bush signed that funding into
law; thenN incediblyN cancded it.

Bush has done enormous damage to family
planning. Congress can overrule him and restoe
full funding

Here®wha UNFPA could have dane with the
$34 million in family planning funds slashed
by Bush:

$34 million cauld prevent two million
unwanted pregnancies. It could save
4,700 women fromdeath reated to child-
bearing. It could also prevent 77,000
infant and child deaths in the poorest
paceson earth.

The Radical Right is up in arms over
UNFRG& presence in China. These extremists
don®seemto knowN or careN that this UN
agency promotes purely voluntary family plan-
ning. Nor is this political faction interested that
not one dime of U.S. funds was going to programs
in China anyway.

Geoge Bush® own handpicked investigative
team recently retumed from China. They repoted
that UNFPA programs are doing exactly what
they@rsupposed to do: providing family planning
and helping women.

Accoding to the Bush administration, the very
fact that UNFPA operates in Chinamakes it com-
plicit in humen rights abuses committed by the
Chinese government. The decision was made in
direct opposition to the recommendation made by
the Presidentdwn fact-findng team &fter it visted
Chinato examine UNFPAG program.

Anti-family planning groups have been pres
suring the administration for months to openly
demonstrate President Bush® anti-family plan-
ning bias by permanently denying money to
UNFPR . Bush@recent decision wes based soldy on
domestic political calculations and not on the
merits of UNFPAG excd lent work.

Suppaters of UNFPA on Capitol Hill have
vowed to restoe ad for the agency in next year®
budget. The Senate Appropriations Committee has
voted to dlocate $50 million far UNFPA in the 2003
Foreign Aid spending bill. And U.S. Rep. Carolyn
Maloneydong with other members of Congress,
introcduced the Gtill Saving Women©Lives Act of
2002.0 The hill, H.R. 5293, gives money to UNFFA
for 2003 and makes it harder for the President to
deprive women around the world of reproductive
healthcagservices

Youand | knowv something tha Presdent Bush
does not ssemto understandN that thereis adear
connection between population grovth and virtuat
ly every challenge facing our planet. We must per-
suade Congressto undo the terrible damage dready
done by the Bush administration to family planning
around this crowded, dangerous world of ours

Peter H. Kogmayer
President
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From the Editor

AsthisRepoter goesto press, the plight
of millions of women who lack access to
reproductive hedth careand family planning
isin danger of growing even more grave.
With President Bush@reimposition of the
G obal Gag Rule and recent reneging on
funds to the United Nations Popul aion Fund
(UNFR), the hedth and wedfare of womeniN
and men, children, and familiesN will deteri-
arate worldwide. But reneging on promises
is not just about questionable ethics, or
about stting a bad example. As you know,
the repecussionsof evadngour responsibil
ities with the UNFPA have real conse-
guences. Consequences that you, as a
Popul ation Connection member, under stand.

The problem of population is not a tem-
poray one nor isit trivial. But it seems that
President Bush does not want to accept the
fact that so many problems, both here and
abpad, stem from unsug anable populdion
growtiN and his choice to withhold promised
lifesaving funds. Depriving people of access to
reproductive hedth careishardy asmdl mat-
ter to those people who suffer the conse-
quences. President Bush® choicewill directly
affect socid and economic lives of millions,
and for ome, hisdecision will have as dradtic
an effect asdediding life or desth. And, Bush&
action has the disastrous long term effect of
dloving population to grow unchecked, lead-
ing to even more negative consequences.

This special issue of The Reporteris
about the midakes that are currently being
made by the Bush administration. Press reac
tion to withholding UNFPA funds was amaz-
ingly unanimaus. From Bog on to Fittsburgh,
Atlanta to Sen Francisco, concerned writers
goke out about the inherent wrongness of
President Bush® actions. Population
ConnectiosCirector of Government
Relations, Brian Dixon, agreed towrite about
the problensthat will resultfrom the admin-
istration€heedl ess actions.

Well d like you to know about someof
our recent activities so we@e included infor-
mation about our wark in the field, on college
campuses, in population educéion, in the
meda, and on Capitol Hill. And we also want
tolet youN aur membersN know howyau can
hdp in this batle. Capitol Hill Days is just
around the carnerThistraining and advocacy
event has become increasingly popular with
our members, attracting activists and Didrict
Activist Network participants, as wdl as col-
lege students and young adults. But even if
you can®make the event, the artide tells you
how to become involved as a gponsar. Thereis
aso an article on how to become a DAN mem-
ber and how you can become the Ovoiced
of Population ConnectionN and population
stabilizatioN inyour area.

Mast importantly howvever, thisissue con-
tains the Congessional Report Card for the
upcoming dections. As you know, dections
matterltisvitalN epecidlythisyear, whenwe
have somuch a stekel that everyone get aut
and make an educated vote. The situation in
the U.S. House and Senate is tantalizingly
dose, and we have a chance to get mor e of our
suppatersto theHouse and the Senate. There
ae two things you can do to help out. Just
remove the Congessional Report Card from
the magazine and see how your candidates
measu¥ up an important populétion issues.
And, while you®e at it, teke a second and
remove theenve gpe in the megazineand send
yaur contribution to Populaion Gonnection.
The recent actions of this administration have
spured uson to work even harder far popula
tion stebilizationN but we need your help
to continue

L eeS. Polansky
Editor
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« 000,000

Bush had promised UNFPA for repioductivehealth and family ganning woul d beenough to prevent

nearly abotions,

morethan ; ; ’md child desths
about m’mmusn‘aema illness,

matend deaths,

1nan isstanding inthe way.

(Source www.unfpa.a@)

Forty million people are living with HIV/AIDS,
some 14,000 more became infected each day.
Ninety-five percent of these people live in the
devdopngworld and it precisdyin these loca
tions that the United Naions Populaion Fund
seeksto expand its programs

(Souee The LosAngdesTimes)

An AIDS orphan in the Luweero District, Uganda.
Photo: Edwad Reilly, JHU/CCP
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Asmany as 137 species disappear from the
Eath each day, which adds up to an astounding
50,000 species dissppearing every year.

(Soure: www.RAN.og/info_center/)

Increasng the fud mileage of cars
byjust3 mpg would savethesame
amount of oil that could be tapped
from the Arctic Nationd Wildlife

Re ugeover 10 years.
(Soure population.news.com)




Brian Dixon

Spedid R

eport:

Bush Veers Right with Wrong
Decison on UNFPA

by Brian Dixon, Diector of Govarment Relations

Hrst Lady Laura Bush sad last year that
Qhe fight against terrorigm is afight for the
rights and dignity of women.O

Few agendes are doing as much to win
that fight as the United Naions Populaion
Fund (UNFPA). The Fund led a glabd effort to
provide crucid repmooductive hedth care and
family planning services to women in refugee
camps in and out of Afghanistan. In fact,
Secetay of State Colin Powell praised
UNFRGwoark in Afghanistan and provided an
emegency grant of $600,000. President Bush
requested that Congress provide UNFPA with
$25 million in 2002. Congress voted to give
them even more: $34 million.

From the refugee crids in Afghanidan to
the scourge of femde genitd mutilation, from
efforts to ensure trained medica asd stance for
pregnant women to providng contraceptives
for hedth centers thraughout the deve oping
world, UNFPA has along recod of success
UNFR hasd 9 been the key force in ensuring
that wamen have the ability to choose thenum-
ber and gacingof their children.

Reneging on a Promise

In ashocking and disastrous policy
reversd, though, President George W. Bush
annaunced that the U.S. wauld no longer pro-
vide any funding for the life-saving and worl d-
improving work of UNFPA. The $34 million
that wes approved by large, bipartisan mgori-
ties of both houses of Congress would be
permanently withheld.

The administration damed it was doing
s0 because UNFPA supports Chinas coercive
population pdicies While thereis much evi-
dence that the Chinese government hasindeed
engaged in coercion in its population pro-
gram, there is no evidence that UNFPA has
paticipated in, or supported, any coercive
prectices. In fact, numerousfact-finding
teams, including one gppointed by President
Bush himsdf, have found that UNFPA works

to diminate coercion in Chinas program and
to devd op programs that give women choices
in family planning.

Bush&fact-finding tesm retumed from its
visit to UNFPAG China program and recom
mended tha the United States continue its
funding. But Bush ignored therecommenda
tion because asmdl, but vocal, group of reli-
gious conservatives have long opposed UNFFA
and any agency that works to provide women
with family planning information and contra-
ceptives. These efforts are led by Congressman
Chris Smith (R-NJ) and the Population
Reseah IngituteN both with gellar far-right
credentials. Smith once cdled birth control
pills Obaby pesticides,Oand PRI president
described contr aceptives as Wffensive to
human dignity. OTagether with other individu-
ds and arganizations, they weged war to end
funding for the agency. In the end, Bush
canceled $34 million that Congress voted to
provide UNFPA.

Theewill beno i mproverment in therights
of women in China because of this action.
UNFR is the only voice for humen rights with-
in China$ population program; it is the only
agency tha hashad any successin movingthe
Chinese government away from birth quotas
and targets, and it has gven Chinese women
red chaicesin contr aceptive methads.

UNFPA taday warksin 3 counties within
China As part of the agreement creating the
project, China agreed to eliminate dl birth
quotss, to bar coercive practices and to allow
outdde, independent monitaring of the pro-
gramand invegigation of any clains of coer-
cdon. Asaresult,the UNFPA Chinaprogram is
the mog nonitored internaiond project in
the world. Every legitimate nonitoring visit
hasfound the same thing: that UNFPA is mak-
ing important strides in improving human
rightsfar Chinese women.

It is obvious that Bush® action was not
about improving human rightsin Chinal
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becau<e if that were the gaal, there are far more dfec
tivemeansfor the United Statesto use. And theBush
administration has not attempted to tie increased
intenaiond tradeto human rights. As Congressman
Joe Crowley (D-NY) noted in a speech in the United
States House of Representatives, the people who
made this decision are the same ones pushing for
incessed trade with China. Crowley said, Ot okay
for Motarola to build a factary in Chinaand employ
wommen, and thraugh their factory hedth clinic share
lists with the Family Planning Authoritieson who is
or who isn( having ababy. But [according to the
Bush administration] it@not okay for UNFPA to work
to educate women on their rightsand eradicate coer-
dion infamily planning programs.O

Andjug amonth be ore announcing the UNFPA
decigon, the Bush administration announced a pan
to provide the Chinese Minigry of HealthN the very
same Minidry that provides a large percentage of the
abotions in Ching, the abortions that UNFPA oppo-
nents have sized onN with a nearly $15 million
grant to help address China growing A IDS crisis.

Who Really Suffers

But it®not jus women in Chinawho will suffer
from this disastrous decision. UNFPA works in 141
other countries to provide desperately needed ser-
vices. As areqult d this action, programsto provide
subgdized contraceptives to couplesin rurd villages
in Indiawill be suspended. A project to upgrade
health facilities and expand repoductive health
sewicesin Algeriawill bedd ayed.

Women araund the warld who have come to rely
on UN FPA assistancewill find that asd sance gone.

Expets have estimated that the loss of U.S fund-
ing could resultin two million additional unintended
pregnancies, 4,700 maternd deeths, the deaths of
77,000 children under age 5 and 800,000 abortions.
These are ironic results for a decision made to
gppesse abortion opponents.

The dedision ignited a firestam dof outrage after
nearly ayear o virtua immunity from criticiam. Few
foreign poli cy decisions by the Bush administration, or
any recentadminidretion far that matter, have been so
blatantly based on domegtic political considerations

These consider aions overrode the support
UNFPA has from bipartisan mgoritiesin both Houses

Health workers standing outside a family planning clinic in Ghana.

Photo: JHU/CCP

o ngess from Colin Powdl, and from the admin-
istration®own Gect-findingOteam. In fact, UNFPAG
supparis overwhelming.

UNFR supporters in Congress are ganning to
react swiftly upon retun to Washington. The Senate
Appopriaions Gommittee has dready goproved leg-
islation that would boost the U.S. contribution to
UNFR to $50 million and requie the Presdent to
rdlesseit

In the House, legislation has been introduced
that would likewi se ensure a contribution to UNFPA.
Passage of such legidation is crudal to ensuretha
women in Chinaand everywhee d < have access to
voluntay family planning and to protect therr rights
to determinewhether and when to have children.

The concern for the women o China expressed
by people like Rep. Smith and the Population
Reseah Ingitute is underwhelming. They are not
inteested in ensuring these women have access to
voluntay family planning; they are committed to
diminating the right of women to use contraceptives

And the Bush action will do nothing to improve
the lives of women in China. It will, in fact, meke
ther livesN and the lives of poor women around the
worldN even worse. | t punishes innocent women for
theabusesof Chinal government.

Thatunwarthy of a grest nation and needs to
be reversed inmediady.

Until Gongress acts to restoe fundng to UNFPA, a group o individualshasdecided to take matters
into their own handsand is urging 34 million Americans to send ane ddlar each to UNFPA.  If you@

like to participate, you can send a dollar to UNFPA a 220 E. 42nd Sreet, New York, NY 10017.
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Ellen Goodman

Cutting off Women

to

by Ellen Goodman

OVER THE YEARS | thought my mind
had become baggle-proof. 1t©a side effect of
joumdism. Sooner or later, we just lose the
ability to be agonished by anything the gov-
emment says. We lose the capacity to be over-
whelmed by even the most nimble politica
spn.

But the Bush administration chdlenged
dl my insulation this wesk when it withheld
$34 million in family planning funds designat-
ed for the United Nations. The stated reasonN
and | use the word @easonOlocsd yN is that
the United Nations Populaion Fund works in
China Any money to the agency, it said, heps
the (@hinese government toimplement more
effectively its programs of coerciveabortion.O

In Morocco, a health worker explains various contraceptive
methods to a patient as she examines an IUD.
Photo: Lauen Goodsmith, JHU/CCP

Well, dlow me to explain the circuit
breaker on outrage. Nane of themoney wegive
to the Population Fund goes to the Chinese
govenment anyway. It& aganst the law. It
d aganst the law for any U.S. money to fund

Spite China

abotionsoversess | know this, and so do the
fdksin the Bush administration. Worst, and
hee@the dincher, they also know that the UN
isn©part of the problem of China® coercive
pdicies; it§ pat d the olution.

Nevetthdess, Colin Powdl, acting as
front man for the White House, wrote, Qf
thee is a single principle that unifies
Americans with conflicting views an the sub-
ject, itisthe conviction that no woman should
be forced to have an abortion.OTrue enough.
But Powell faled to mention that this dngle
principle dso unifies the United N aions.

The UN is on recod dl over the place as
opposing the farced sterilizations and abor-
tions that have too often accompani ed Chinels

one-child policy. It spends only $3.5
million of a$270 million budget in
the People® Republic, but itis
gent in 32 cauntiesin Chinain a
deliberate effort to show the
Chinesxe government that voluntary
family planning works.

OHeg are the horrible things
welve done in China,0 says the
Fund€Saeh Craven with a good
ded of restraint. QVelve published
meterids letting the Chinese know
the rights they have under UN
human rights treaties. Wele con-
tracted to train family planning
workers on quality care and
informed consent. Welve paid so
Chinese family planning workers
can go to other countries and see
how it works. And we have a

women€kempower ment initiative to work on
literacy and hed th care.O

IndeedNhee comes another boggleN
the rateof abartion has decreased in theplaces
wherethe UN has worked. QVeGathere to give
the wormen of China hope,Gshecondudes

Remember | ast year when the secretaly of
state praised UN Population Fund® Gnvalu-
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able workOaround the world? Since then, a
team of British parliamentarians, including an
ardent proife leader, went to Chinaand con-
duded that UN fund was a force for positive
change. Since then, a three-member team
sent by our government also gave the UN a
dean report card.

But in an act of public humiliaion wor-
thy of Mao®Red Guard, Powdl was forced to
recant publicly and ddiver the party line o the
right wing.

No one is making light of coercion in
ChinaNcetanly not those who bdieve in a
womargxight to decide. But it far to ask
whether we change policy best by engaging or
disengaging with another government.

Just last month, Health and Human
Sewices Secretay Tomny Thompson proudly
announced that we would work with Chinal
indeed, with the same Health Minigry that
administers population policiesN on issues of
HIV/AIDS. Meenwhile, we dgn trade agree
mentsand explored osr military ties Hasthe
old two-Chinapolicy marphed into anew two-
China policy?One for family panning and one
for everything d ?

The Bush adminidration says it will give
the family planning maney to our own Agency
for Internationd Development. Fine. But let(s
remember that US AID operates in 84 coun-

tries, compared with the UN©140. It operates
unilaterallyAnd why, by the way, do we need
to replicate progransin, sy, Aighanigan?

Thisisthestory. In an effort to punish
China, the same Chinatha we engage with
evey day, we are going to withhold money;
which wouldh@ go to China anyway, from the
rest of thewarld@women.

As Amy Coen of Population Action
Intenational says: OThis is the man who sup-
pots women® rights? This administration is
placating and throwing red mesat to a politicd
basethat does believe in family planning.0

Follow the bouncing boggle In an effort
to punish a UN operation tha @jives hope to
women in China Owe are gang to withdraw
$34 million that pays for midwives and hospi-
tds, birthing kits and contraceptives. And to
appease the domestic Qight-to-lifed [doby, we
are going to withhold enough money to pre-
vent 2 million unwanted pregnandies, 4,700
matenal deaths, and morethan 77,000 infant
and child desths

If Bush getsavay with thisone, 10m defi-
nitely gonna take myself in for some new
boggle-profing.

Copyright ©2002, TheBog on Gobe.

Reprinted by permission.
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WELCOME to dl who haverecently joined Population Gonnect

Population Connection isa netiona nonprofit
membershi p organization working to 4 ow popu-
lati on growth and achieve asusta nable baance
bet ween the Earth@people and itsresouces.

The Reporter (ISSN 0199-0071) is published four
times a year by Popul ati on Connection, 1400
Sxteenth &.,N.W., Suite 320, Washington, D.C.
20036. Phone (202) 332-2200.

Toll free 1-800-767-1956. Fax (202) 332-2302.
E-mall: info@populationconnection .org.

Website http:/mww. populationconnectiog.or

Correction: The Earth@population in 1960 was
3,000,000,000 not 3,000,000,000,000 asrepoted
in The Reporter@ Spring/Summer 2002 edi tion.

on and arereceiving TheZRG Reporterfor the

firg time. And thanks aggin to dl of our members we deeply gopreciate your concern, your participationin
Papul ai on Connection®ongaing projects, and your finandid support. You makeour work passibleand effective.
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Nicholas D. Kristof

Bush vs Women

by Nicholas D. Kristof

The centrad mord struggle of the 19th
centuy concerned slavery, and that of the
20th pitted democracy against N azism,
Communism and other despotic isms. Our
own pre-eminent moral chdlenge will be to
eas the brutdity that kills and maims grls
and women across much of Africaand Asia

Alas, this summer President Bush is
putting the U.S. on the wrong side of the bat-
tle lines. Most outrageous, last month Mr.
Bush cut off dl $34 million in funds for the
United Nations Population Fund, in all 142
countriesin which it opera es becau<e of con-
cemns about itsrolein China What does this
mean ontheground?

An emergency obgtet ric care program was
to begin this year in Burundi, where only one-
quater of births are attended by a traned
midwife (dmog none by a doctar) andwhere
onewoman in eight will die in childbir th.

Because of Mr. Bush® move, however, that
program in Burundi hasnow been canceled\
dong with plansfor midwvifetraining in Algeria,
acenter tofight AIDSin Hati and a maternal
mortality reduction program in Inda

Consevatives are right to object to
Chinagbften bruta one-child pdicy. Butonly
Washington could come up with a solution to
Chinese prodems thet invol ves kil ling teenage
girlsin Burundi.

Aside from cutting off funding for the
populeation agency, the Bush administration is
busy devadtating third-warld women in other
ways Itis trying to bock alandmark interna
tiond treaty on the rights of women, even
though the Sate Department initidly backed
it. The treaty known asthe Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Againg Women, a CEDAW, would make no

This mother and her child live in Mali, one of
the 142 countries that UNFPA serves.
The Bush administration has cut all funding
for UNFPA in all of these countries.

Photo: JHU/CCP

diference in Americabut would be one nore
tool to help women in countries where
d<crimination meansdeath.

The Bush administration is also under-
cutting internationd efforts to use confer-
encesto bolster suppart for rural hedth care
for poor wormen. For example, the Bushies
tied up negotiations far this month& Earth
Summit in Johannesburg by insisting that
documents be purged of phrases like @epro-
ductive health servicesOthat they think
connote &bortion.

Presdent Bush hasd < wd loped interna-
tional family planning efforts by banning the
use of American ad to oversess organizations
that provide any informetion about abortions.
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An illustrated sign in front of the Neighbors Family Planning Center in Zamboanga City, Philippines. Photo: JHU/CCP

And while Mr. Bush basked in his promise of
$500 million for the global AIDS fund, his
administration is making such onerous
demends of the fund that none of the money
can beused anytime soon.

In one crudd fidd, thebattle agang sex-
ud trafficking, it is conservative Christians
who have taken thelead in fighting on behdf
of third-world wamen. So on this one issue
has Mr. Bush shavn any mettle?

No. Asa reprachful letter to him from a
broad range of conservative leaders pointed
out on dune 28, the administraion recod Ois
one of passiveacceptance of the warld traffick-
ing status quo.O

In the Bush adminidration, the assump-
tion isthatin dl these cases the fundamentd
i ssue is abortions or sex. Itis not.

The centrd issue is that 500,000 women
die each year in pregnancy or childbirth; that
100 million women and girls warldwide are
OnisingObecause they are denied adequate
food or medical care, or because they are
aboted or killed a birth because they are
female; that 60 percent of the children kept
out of elementary school are girls; that 130

million girls have undergone genitd mutila-
tion; that between one and two million girls
and women ae trafficked into prostitution
annually

If 1Gm angry, it® because those figures
conjue red faces of people Ive met: Aisha
Idris, a Sudanese peasant left incontinent
dter gving birth a 14, with no midwife or
prenatd care to astillborn child; Mariam
Karega a young woman nursing her dying
baby in a Tanzanian village far from any doc-
tor; Siy, asmart and vibrant 13-year-old
Cambodian girl who was 0ld into prostitu
tion by her stepfather and by now is probably
dead of AIDS.

Instead of joining the fight on behalf of
Ms. Idris Ms Karega or Sy, the Bush admin-
istration is dlying the U.S. with the likes of
Iran, Sudan and Syriato frustrete internation
d dfortsto save the lives of some o the most
hel pless people on earth. Somehow we have
become the core d an Axis of Medievd .

Copyright ©2002, The New Yark Times
Reprinted by permission.
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Got
e-maill?

Got 10

minutes
a month ?

Make a difference!

Join forces with over 20,000 Papul ation Connection activigs who send emailsand faxes to policymakers
when itcountd Respondtojust 4 dertsayear to keep your member ship active

Signing Up
Is a Snhap!

1) Go to www.actionnetwork gipopulationconnection

2 Fll outthefarm. (We need your mailing address, so the
computer can determineyour voting district info.)

3 Well email you with actioninstructions.
4) Regpond and mekea dfference!

www.actionnetwork.org/populationconnectio
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You getit.

PresidentBush hasimposed the Globa Gag Rule. Now he@blocked dl $34 millionin conges
siond |y gpproved UN FPA family planning funds Family planning programsall over the world
aebeng dameged.

(Besi des under cutting chances o keeping the world&population in check, [the decision] will
diminish women freedom to decide how many children theywant, and when. It may even cost
lives The dedision is certain, however, to shore up Bush@conser vative base O

-Editorid, DesM anes Regiger (1A), July 24, 2002

OResearhasfound t hat nineof 10 A meri cans beli eve everyone shoul d have the abil ity to plan
their family. Decisions madeby the current administration should refl ect these valuesO
-Judy Nicasto, Seattle Post-Intelligencefugust 16, 2002

OWhen a gup like the Population Researinstitute has a seat at the tabéssonable
minds ag elbowed out. A grup that sees voluntafamily planning pograms as neococlo
nialism and small families as cheating heavert ish@e our pesident should go for
public policy advice. But thas@vhee he€knocking. They®mhis kind of people.O

-Robyn E. BlumneiSt. PetersbgrTimes(FL), August 4, 2002

Of heweretruly concerned about reducing abortions, President Bush w ould acknowl edge that
one d the mog effective waysto do so isto educate women about family-planning tech niquesso
they have morecontrol over their reproductive hedth beforethey become pregnant (or before
men forcethem to have s, asisthecult ural narmin many countries).O

-Editorid, The Philaddphia Inquirer, July 21, 2002

OThe administration wdrldten to its own members and woh@nor its obligations to its

friends. Whee ae the families and the values in that strategy?0
-Editarid, The Tennesseaiuly 25, 2002

Geoge Bush just doesn®getthe Population Connection.
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Marie Cocco

Bush IsAlready at
WarN Against Women

by Marie Cocco

It hasn( the popular ring of the Caxis of
avil,Onar the urgency of demands for @egime
changeQOin Irag.

There®&been no presidential speech to
etch the phrase into America® mind, nor cd-
culated TV appearances to promote this entry
inthe Bush adminigration® lexicon of fightin0
words @Reproductivehedth services.O

The United Statesis at war with those
words. They are pivotal to U.S. ddegates in
intenationd conferences and treaty negotia-
tions on globd economic and socd policy.
President George W. Bush considers them so
crucid that America now allies itself with
countries that routindy and brutdly repress
wormen. Our new patnersin the war against
Oepoductive hedth servicesOhave included
the likes d Algeria Libya Sudan - even Iran
and Irag, two ded gnated members of the Gxis
of evil.0 When he®daing awar on terrorism,
theyGr the axis of evil,Osaid Adrienne
Gemain, president of the International
Women€Hed th Codition. Ghen heweging
awa onwamentheehisdliesO

Pehaps the phrase @epoducdtive health
senices,Oto your ears means Pap smears or
pre-natal care or AIDS prevention. To the
conseative activists Bush appoints as offi-
cdal repesntatives to internationa confer-
ences, they mean abortion and, sometimes
birth contrd.

Asthe World Summit on Sustainéble
Devd gpment get sunderway in Johannesburg,
the US ddegation has been trying to scratch
Oepoductive health servicesOfrom official
agreements, and pendil in Masic hedth ser-
vicesOinstead. Conservaives beieve (asic
hedth servicesOwould predude abartion and
birth contrd.

In preliminay tdks in Bdi last June, the
United States tried the re-write, but failed.
Confeenceparticipants sad the Americans aso

Now anew fight brews. In previous sum-
mits, Germain sad, wamen® hedlth provisions
were couched in language that called for
respect for Qulture and traditionN with the
caveat that this should be @n confarmity with
universd human rights and fundamentd free
dams.OThe world generaly does not approve of
such cultural traditions as ownership of a
widow by a husband® family, or rape as mde
right.

But the rights-and-freedoms part got |eft
out in Bdi. Canada and Europe now object.
They may try to re-open the taks on hedth,
givingtheU.S. anather chancefor mischid.

Weashington counts ontheseinternational
confeences to provoke indifferent yawns at
home. News out o Jhannesourg is likely to
be dominated by bickering over goba warm-
ing, not womenG rights.

A women® ward at the Buwenge Health Center in the Jinja
District of Uganda. Photo:Hawey Nelson, JHU/CCP

tried to remove language on the right of adoles-
centstohedth servicesinvdving their sexudiity.
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A crowded entrance to a family planning clinic in India. Photo:Benjamin Lozae, JHU/CCP

But over the past decade, the world has
ageed tha population control through gov-
enment quotas and other forms of coercion is
passZ. |10 been replaced with the idea of
empowering women through educaion and
econamic advancement, and making it clear
they have aright to repoductive care and
voluntay family planning to control their
fetilityN and thecourse of their lives.

Thisiswhat America now seeks to under-
mine,

The adminidration has diminished the
role of the State Department, which is viened
by conservaives as an gppeaser of an interna
tiond community that supports family plan-
ning and condomsto prevent AIDS. Bush has
elevated the Department of Health and
Humen Services, moreto their liking

Last May, theadministraion faught at the
United Nations to purge dfficid commitments
on children of refeences to @eproductive
hedl th services.Qlt tried, but failed, to proclaim
@bstinence-onlyOto ke the sole health pro-

gam regading adolecent sexN this, despte
an AIDS epidemic in Africatha isfag becom-
ing a plague among girls

It has promised money only to prevent
AIDS transmission from mother to child.
Saving themahe@life isnot a matter of con-
cem. Shehad sex, and so isundeserving.

It cut off funding for the UN agency that
provides pregnancy care and family planning
in corners o thewarld where lying on agderile
cheet during labar is a luxury. It dd so even
though the administration® own investigators
found no evidence to support anti-abortion
groupsxlamsthat the UN wes a handmaiden
to Chinasforced abartion pdicy.

This White House is home to a bellicose
bunch. Bush tdks openly of war anang men.
He counts on this preoccupation to conceal
his campaign againg women.

Copyricht ©2002, Newsdayinc.
Reprinted by permission.
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Ed Scheildich, a retired pro-
fessor of mathematics from
Elgin, SC.

Chris Greene-Hutchins, a
secetay in Ann Arbor, MI.

Bob Pettapiece, a professor
at Wayne State University in
Detoit,MI.

Comelia Smith, a retired
educator fromHydePark, NY.

by Kathy Buek, Legislative Action Codmator

What is the DAN?

Have you ever wondered what kind of people join the Didrict Activist Network and what
they do and why? | d ten receive td ephone cdls and emails fram Population Connection ment
berswho are in the DANEbut they aren@sure what it involves So, | went straight to the source
and aked afew of aur memberstotdl me about their DA N experienced

Ed Scheiblich: @ found Population
Gonnection (then ZPG) about three years ago
and wasimmediatd y hooked on their message.
The organization has taught me a lot about
populaion issues and how to channel my
eforts. | write severd letters amaonth to my
legislatorsN sometimes to thank someone for
gesking out against praM and sometimes to
ak far legislative suppart. | enjoy hearing from
Kathy the L eg dative Goordinator; she quickly
answers any questions | have and she always
thanksme for my conments and | eiters.O

Chris Greene O became interested in
populéion issuesin college, when | took a
course called CEarth Resources and the
Environment.OBecoming a Population
Connection DAN member was just what |
needed to kickstart my efforts to change the
world without leaving home We had a group
training earlier this year in Chicago, and | got
to meet sveral other DAN membersfrom the
Midwest. We had a variety of backgrounds,
persondities and interests, and | think that
mekesusdl the more interesing and effective
when it comesto taking to our legislaors.O

Bob Pettapiece: O joined Popul aion
Gonnection (ZPG) in the mid-1970s and soon
understood that politics plays a part of the
problem and the solution to environmental
issues. So, when the offer came to join the
DAN, | accepted! Besides responding to | egisla-
tive dertsthrough email, | attend Capitol Hill
Daysin Washing.on D.C,, which | recommend
to anyone who is intereged [t®a goad mix-
tue of information and of trooping up to

Cepitol Hill to visit with my representative and
senators. | plan to kegp up my donaions of
not only money, but also my time as my
schedule dlows. | dwaysfeel like | shauld gve
moe of each, but | also believe what! do gve
helps others to better understand papulation
issues.O

Condia Smith: @gpulation Connection
wasavery important part of my husbendglife.
Whenhedied | became invdved to give direc
tion to my life, and to honor my husband®
memoy. The District Activist Network has
been redly supportive and hdpful, assisting
me in identifying important issues and
encauragng me to meet with my representa
tives. The DAN ds draws me to Washington
for Cepitd Hill Days, a time that culminaesin
walking the corridors of Cepitol Hill, getting
my feet wet in lobbying. | count my experi-
ences with the DAN as the mogt rewadng of
my retirement yearsi0

We think tha Ms Smith summed up her
feelings about the DAN and Population
Connection in the best way posste when she
sad, Orhank you far the oppartunity to per-
form ussful service to the community, and to
make a difference to women and children
around theworld!O
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Getinvdved with our severth
annubCapitd Hill Days!

Next year, with nemy-dected repesentatives in the U.S. Congress,
will be critica to get our message across about the importance of
populion issues Help Populaion Connection spread themessage
about thei mportanceof gabilizing papul ation grow th, and the neg-
aive impact of rampant population growth on the environment,
health, and women& rights.

Yau can play acrucid rdein oneof two ways

Corme to Capitol Hill Days. In four short jam-packed days, you@

lean dl about the latest trends in population issues and how to

|dbby your congressman or woman. Then, youdl spend a day on
Capitol Hill, doing what the @xpertsOdoN talking to your repesentatives about popul aion issues and urging them
tova efor internationd family planning.

Can®make it to Washington, D.C.? There® another, easy way to hel p Population Connection spread the message!

By sponsoring student participation in Capitol Hill Days, you make it possible for a college gudent to attend this
event! Your tax-deductable donation provideshousng and travel stipends for cdlege students throughout the country
who wauld liketo participate in Capitol Hill Days but can@ afford to atend.

¥Faor just $1000 you can sponsar a sudent for theentire four-day event.
¥For just $500 yau can gponsor astudent for two days.
Help a gudent make adifference!
If you@ like moreinformation, please cont act the Gover nment Rel ations Department a 1-800-767-1956.

Cﬂling All Federd Employees
QS CFC Time Again!

If you are af ederal governmentemployee, you can
supparPopulation Connection through the
Combined Federd Campaign.

Just check the index for the Environment categary.

Desgnate your CFC contribution to #477 (li sted
under Population Connection/ZPG).

Weappreciateyour help and support!

For more informetion, contact the Development
Depatment at 202-332-2200 o 1-800-767-1956.

The Eden Project

The Eden Project in Cornwall, England isasort of Noah@Ark
for pantsfrom dl over theworld. Itcelebratesthe interdepen
denceof peogdeand plants and isa monument to susta nable

developmeRtthey even make their own oil! Moreinfo a
www.edenpmject.com
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washington view

by Emily Robinson, Goverment Relations Fellow

Women(@ Treaty on Table

One o themost memar able images from the
Wear Against Terroriam wes Afghan women shed-
dng ther burges and singing in thestreets, finaly
freedf thedead y oppress on of the Td iban.

Bah President Bush and Firg Lady Laura
Bush eloquently gpoke about the importance of
improving the quality of life for women in
Afghanidan as a part d rebuilding the war-tom
region. Secretay of State Colin Powdl pro-
daimed, QVe, as a world community, cannot
even begin to tackie the array d problems and
challenges confronting us without the full par-
ticipation ofwormeniin al aspects of life O

After such statements, it would seem | agical
that the United Saes would finally raify the
Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination
Against Women (CEDAW), also known asthe
Treaty on the Rights of Women. Yet, afull year
dter September 11thN and with the end of the
Taliban€reignN the U.S. is still one of only 22
countries and the only industridized nation, that
has not ratified the treaty By failing to ratify, the
U.S. has chosen to reman in the company of
ome o the world§ mog egregious human rights
abugrs like Syriaand Sudan.

What is CEDAW?

CEDAW, adapted by the United Nations in
1979, is the most conprehensive international
ageement on the basic human rights of
women. The treay requires that states take
steps to incorporae women into the political
and economic realm; provide women with ade-
quate healthcare, induding family planning
senices; provide girls with the same education
as boys;, and end exploitation and violence
aganstwomen.

This treaty can make, and has made, a df-
ference in wormen® lives. After Indaratified the
treatywomen pressuad the government to live
up to its commitment to educate all children,
and girlsnow account for mare than haf of pre-
schoolers. The Colombian Ministry of Public
Hed th modeled much of its (Hedlth for Women,
Women for HedthOpolicy on the treaty indud-
ing the right to modern and safe contraceptives
and the right to accurate and appropriate med
icd caunsding. In Uganda, public officidscreat
ed programs against domestic violence after
signing thetreaty

Unfortunatelyconservative politicians and
right-wing organizations in the U.S. have made
blocking thetreaty a high priarity. And theBush
administration seems to be bowing to the
dermands of the extremist8l yet again! In
Febuary, the Sate Department liged the treaty
as @enerdly desirableCbut the White House has
since effectivdy wit hdrawn that designation and
sent thetreatyto Attarney Generd John Ashcroft
for further review

CEDAWToday

Despite adminidretion staling, the Senate
Foreign Rd ations Committeevated 12 - 7to nd
the treaty to the Senate Floor for a ratification
vote In arder for thetreatyto beratified it needs a
two-thids mgarity o 67 votes. The strenuous
opposdtion of the right makes such a reault diffi-
cult, but if the White House were to publidy
endorsethetreatythat could make thedifference.

Thered question now is: whose side is the
President on? Theextremerightin the United
Sates or the women around the world who are
stugding every day for justice, for dignity and,
indeed, for their verylives?

+

Whét You Can Do: Plessecall your U.S. senators at 202-224-3121 and urge
them to vote in favar of the CEDAW Treaty
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PopEd Goes to
Preschool

by Amber Johnson, Population Education Fellow

Resouwre scar city, consumption patterns
and presevation may sem like weighty issues
for a group of five-year-olds. Just ak those
five-yeaolds to divide and share a bow! of
Goldfish® crackers, however, and these issues
auddenly make perfect snse. The tasty ched-
dar GishQ(and other natura resoupes) aein
shott supply, and ensuring acammunity full
d happy students meanslearning to conserve
and cooperate

This hands-on exercise, one of ninein
Population Education® new curriculum kit
Sharing a Small World, dlows young learners
to explore their con-
nections with other
people, the wider
community and the
envionment.

Designed for pre-

Kindergarten

through second

grade, the kit is

Population Connec-

tion®first offic d

ventueinto early

childhood educa-

tion and meets

national teaching

standads for socid

studies, science,

geography and

mathemetics. With

lessons on resoure

use, population dy-

namics, and the human impact on the naturd
world, Sharing a Smal World gives teachers
new tools for presenting environmental
conceptsin an innovative and infarmative way.

While Populaion Connection has been
developing hands-on educational materid
snce the mid-1970%, the Sharing a Small
World project presented a paticular chdlenge
for the Population Education team. After dl,
holding the attention of a room full of

fouryeardds is no essy task! Asrepoted by
Pameda Wasseman, director of Population
Connectiors®opulation Education depart-
ment, QVe found the input from our early
childhoad reviewers to be invelugble. They@e
immersed in fingerpaint and dried mecaroni
evey day and know firg-hand what engages
young minds.O

Encauragng young students to drawv on
per onal experiencesisone of the best ways to
help children learn about responsible citizen-
ship. Early childhood educator Judith Dighe
amgues that @nvironmentd education for
young children is
about wonder, and
it® about teaching

SHARlNG responsibility and

A caring for a child®

immediate environ
SMAI_I_ ment and gradudly
WORLD

widening cirdes of
the Eath.O The
attivities in Sharing
a Small World do
just tha. Whether
through aJungle
Book-inspired dis-

Envionmental cussion of the (vare

Activities necessities of lifeQ

for Young Leanes a handson demon-

stration about river

o pollution, or the

feachenEIoRd creation of an indi-

vidud action pledge,

studentslearn to become gobd ditizens in the
214 century.

We hope your children, grandchildren,
and students will enjoy these activities as
much as weenjoyed creating them.

Toorder Shaing a Small World far just $5.00
or far a free download, please vist our website
at www.populationconnectiog.@r, call the
PopEd Department at 1-800-767-1956.
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Seattle area activist Joy
Livingstone talks about her
experiences tabling on behalf
of Population Connection.
Photo: Jay Keller

From the Field

by Jay KellerNational Field Diector

Population ComectionGAdivid
Training
Population Connection activist training
sessions include the latest updaes from
Capitol Hill, tips on improving your presenta
tion and advocacy skills, and question-and-
answers. Our largest training event, the
annud Capitol Hill Days, is hed each March
in Washington, D.C,, and atracts more than
100 perticpants
Population
Connection also
holds regional
activist tranings
often with other
populaion and
environment
groups We recent
ly worked with
National Wildlife
Federaion, Sierra
Club, Georgia
Population &
Sustainability
Coalition, Planned Parenthood, Populétion
Action Internationg and Isaac Waton League
on activig trainings acrossthe country,

Some of Our Recent Activities

Alcovy Georgia. On May 18 Population
Connectios@yK dler and Kathy Buek joined
Camon Whitaker from National Wildlife
Federation for the 4th Annual Georgia
Population and Sustainability Coalition
activist traning. Twenty-six activists from
acioss the state attended discussions on locd,
nationd and internationa population isues
population education demonstretions, and
strategy planning.

VancouverWashingtonA training on
@Population and the Environment: Women,
Families, Our FutureOdrew Population
Connection and Sierra Club members from
the Greater Portland, Oregon area. Serra

Club®Annette Souder and Population
ConnectiosQay Keler updated attendees on
UNFRA and the Globa Gag Rule and gave tips
on dfective presentations on population. Locd
activigs Ramona Rex and Bianca Benson pro-
vided crucid logistics for the Portland and
Vancouver events.

Portland, OregonPopulation Connection
President Peter H. Kostmayer ooke to more
than 50 local activists @ Portland State
University on May 21. In astirring oeech, Peter
stessd the need far mare citizen involvement
and support for internationd family planning in
theupcomingelections.

Chicago, Illinois. Population Connect-
ion©Kathy Buek led a daylong activist train-
ing session for District Activist Network
Members. The day focused on how we can

Cdling All Campus

Activists

Order yaur FREE capy of the NEW Campus
Activig Handbodk!

Ohe essntial handbock for every collegeand
university activist O

The new Campus Activist Handbook can be
used in conjunction with the CampusA dtivist Kit.
Designed by Population Connection® expert
Campus Organi zer s, the Handbook indudes every-
thing you need to know about organizing your
campus includ ng grassroots organizing tips

Don® miss out on this FREE resoute and
order your copy today!

Cdl 1-800- 767-1956 or 202-332-2200
or email campus@populationconnection.or g

Please indude your name, snail mail address,
email, tdephone number, and the name of your
school. Let us know if you@ like the electronic pdf
fileor thehard copy.
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apply more pressue at the local level in

suppar of populaion policies TheDAN isanaiond net-

work of volunteer lobbyistsin over 250 congressional ds-

trictsswho represent Population Connection onimpartant
isuestother legislators, locd mediaand civicgraups on

amonthly besis [For moreon theDAN, see Kathy Buek®
atticle on page 16.]

Seattle, WashingtonPopulation Connection
Washington State activig Joy Livinggone organized the
annud activig trainingin Sedtle. With the hdp of other
chapter members, this eventhas become an annud occa-
sion, gathering activists from across the state. by is dso
the tabling chair for the chapter and has distributed
Population Gnnection informetion dl acrossthe gateat
locd fairs, bringng enthusiasm and a quick smileto the
chapte®wark.

Upocoming Conferencesand Activities!

October 25 - 26, 2002, Minnegpolis, MN. Choosing
Our Future: Population and Qur Ecological Foaprint.
Thethird in a sriesof populaion and environment
confeences hosted by the Science Mussumof Minneota,
Choosing Qur Futureisan opport unity for participantsto
understand how our lives impact the environment and
that the cha ces we make today can hd p move us toward
amore ugainab efuture
October 20 - 26, 2002. World Populaion Awaeness
Week Mark your cdendard This year & theme is Population
andtheNext Generation: Youth and Add excents
Population Connection has created a pecid activists
kit for World Population Awareness Week.It® availableat
no chargeina .pd format on our welsite
Someideasfor WPAW:
¥Arrange tospesk toa locd divic, church, or
school group about populaion pressuesand
how individuas can make apositive dfference
¥Ask your locd libraryto set up adiglay.
¥ Puchase a copy of our award winning World
Populati on Videoand donaeit toaschool, alibrary
or showittoyour loca communitygroup.

What are you doing for Warld Population Awareness
WeelrWed loveto hear your idead

Fa moreinfarmation contact Jay Keller at
jay@populationconnectiog @rcdl 1-800-767-1956.

Peter H. Kostmayer presents the Gold Star award to Bronwyn
Mayden, Executive Director of Campaign For Our Children in

Baltimore. Photo:Tim Cline

Another Successful Launch!

by Erin Riney Researh Assistant

The scenic Inner Harbor in Bdtimore, Maryland,
hoged the nationd rdease o Population Connection®
lated addition to the Kid-Friendly Cities Repart Card
series 239 Good | deasfrom 239 Cities.

Ata press conference covered by severd print and
tdevision repoters, Populaion Connection staff and
President Peter H. Kosmayer unvelled 239 Goad Ideas
from 239 Cities, which recagnizes homegrown, kid-
friendly prgectsfrom every city in Americawith a popu-
lation of 100,000 ar more. Thraudh its extend vewetsite,
therepot provides easy access to a detabase of idessand
contects that communities across the U.S. can conault
and redicate in order to tackle locd prablemsthat dfect
childien. The repot aso highlights ten projects asGdd
Starsl exceptional examples of committed programs in
areas such as Education, Hed th and Family Life,
Community L ife, and Environment.

Peter H. Kogmayer presented the first-ever Gold
Star Award to the Campaign for Our Children, a
Baltimore-based educationad mediacampaign argant
zation, which has payed acentrd rolein the dramatic
decrase in Maryland®teen pregnancy rates. Gust
think of thisrepott asaway of using cyber paceto hdp
you help your city,Osaid Peter. He urged everyoneto
Qog on. Get inspired. Shareideas Stat anew project.
And experience how people are making the connection
between kids, population and the qudity d life where
they live, and changing America oneideaa atimeO

You can find the full repot on Populetion Connegtion@
website, www.populationconnectiory.df you® like
a hard copy d thereportt, dease cadl Publications at
1-800-767-1956.
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