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A Special Note from 
the Board of Directors

After a year of careful review and consideration, the Board of

Directors of Zero Population Growth on February 2, 2002, voted

unanimously to change the name of our organization to 

Population Connection, effective May 1, 2002.

As board members, we volunteer our time, energy, and support 

because we share with ZPGÕs 70,000 members a deep and abiding 

concern about the critical need for population stabilization.  

We want people everywhere to join our cause so that, together, 

we can make the world better, safer, and less-crowded.  We are 

changing our name, but our mission remains exactly the same.

There is a clear connection between population growth and 

virtually every challenge facing our planet.  As the leading 

grassroots population organization, ZPG has been the 

Òpopulation connectionÓ for 34 years.  By changing our name to

Population Connection, we hope to rally even more support 

for the kind of education and action that canÑ and mustÑ

change the world.
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Breaking News    Breaking News    Breaking News
One of the most important off-year elections in history is nearly upon us.  We urge
you to review all of the information in both the magazine and in the special
Congressional Report Card we have included.  Know where candidates in your home state
stand on population, family planning, reproductive rights, support for UNFPA and other
critical issues that will impact the future of all of us.

In coming issues of the magazine, check this space for the latest news on population
and information that developed as we were going to press.



When George Bush slashed all $34 mill ion allo-
cated for United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA )
f amily planning programs this summer, a fire s t o rm
of editorial crit icism erupted: Òi n e x c u s a b l eÉ a n
i n t e rnational embarr a s s m e n tÉ p a n d e r i n gÉ p u r i-
tanical, narrow minded. Ó

The P i t t s b u rgh Post-Gazette called it Òa cheap
political act that should be reversed on an urg e n t
basis.Ó N e w s d a ysaid, ÒLike Dr. Strangelove, the
Bush administration seems unable to pass by a
right-wing agenda without saluting. Ó

After Bush imposed the odious Global Gag Rule
last year, we came within four votes of re s c i n d i n g
the Gag Rule.  We won in the Senate and lost by a
scant four votes in the 435 member House of
R e p re s e n t a t i v e s .

Now our task is clear. We must keep population
and family planning on a national agenda cro w d e d
with talk of  war and economic uncert a i n t y.  Most of
all, we must remind Congress that it approved $34
mill ion f or UNFPA . Bush signed that funding into
l a w, thenÑ i n c re d i b l yÑ canceled it.

Bush has done enormous damage to family
planning. Congress can overrule him and re s t o re
f ull funding. 

H e re Õs what UNFPA  could have done with the
$34 mil l ion in family planning funds slashed 
by Bush:

$34 mill ion could prevent two mill ion
unwanted pregnancies.  I t coul d save
4,700 women from death related to child-
bear ing. I t coul d also pr event 77,000
infant and chil d deaths in the poore s t
places on eart h .

Th e Radi cal  Ri gh t  i s up in ar ms over
U N F PAÕs presence in China.  These extre m i s t s
d o n Õt  seem to knowÑ or careÑ that  thi s UN
agency promotes purely voluntary family plan-
ning.  Nor is this political fact ion interested that
not  one dime of U.S. funds was going to pro g r a m s
in China anyway.

G e o rge BushÕs own handpicked investigative
team recently re t u rned from China. They re p o rt e d
that  UNFPA  pr ograms are doing exactly what 
t h e y Õ re supposed to do: providing family planning
and helping women.

A c c o rding to the Bush administration, the very
fact that UNFPA  operates in China makes it com-
plicit in human rights abuses committed by the
Chinese government. The decision was made in
d i rect  opposition to the recommendation made by
the Pre s i d e n t Õs own f act-finding team after it visited
China to examine UNFPAÕs program.  

Anti-family planning groups have been pre s-
suring the administrat ion for months to openly
demonstrate President BushÕs anti-family plan-
ning bias by per manent ly denying money to
U N F PA . BushÕs recent  decision was based solely on
domestic political calculations and not  on the
merits of UNFPAÕs excellent work.  

S u p p o rters of  UNFPA  on Capitol Hil l have
vowed to re s t o re aid for the agency in next yearÕs
budget. The Senate Appropriations Committee has
voted to allocate $50 mill ion for UNFPA in the 2003
F o reign Aid spending bill.  And U.S. Rep. Caro l y n
M a l o n e y, along with other members of Congre s s ,
i n t roduced the ÒStil l Saving Wo m e n Õs Lives A ct of
2002.Ó  The bil l, H.R. 5293, gives money to UNFPA
f or 2003 and makes it harder f or the President to
deprive women around the world of re p ro d u c t i v e
h e a l t h c a re services. 

You and I know something that President Bush
does not seem to understandÑ that there is a clear
connection between population growth and virt u a l-
ly every challenge facing our planet. We must per-
suade Congress to undo the terrible damage alre a d y
done by the Bush administration to family planning
a round this crowded, dangerous world of ours.
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Peter H. Kostmayer
P re s i d e n t

F rom the Pre s i d e n t
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F rom the Editor
As this R e p o rt e r goes to press, the plight

of mill ions of  women who lack access to
re p roductive health care and family planning
is in danger of  growing even more grave.
With President BushÕs reimposition of the
Gl obal Gag Rule and recent renegi ng on
funds to the United Nations Population Fund
( U N F PA), the health and welfare of womenÑ
and men, children, and f amiliesÑ will deteri-
orate worldwide. But  reneging on pro m i s e s
is not  just  about  questionable ethics, or
about sett ing a bad example. A s you know,
the re p e rcussions of  evading our re s p o n s i b i l-
ities wi th the UNFPA  have r eal conse-
quen ces.  Consequences that you , as a
Population Connect ion member, understand. 

The problem of population is not a tem-
p o r a ry one, nor is it trivial. But it seems that
P resident Bush does not want to accept  the
fact  that so many problems, both here and
a b road, stem from unsustainable population
g ro w t hÑ and his choice to withhold pro m i s e d
lifesaving funds. Depriving people of access to
re p roductive health care is hardly a small mat-
ter to those people who suffer the conse-
quences. President BushÕs choice wil l dire c t l y
a ffect social and economic lives of mill ions,
and for some, his decision will have as drastic
an effect as deciding life or death. And, BushÕs
action has the disastrous long term effect of
allowing population to grow unchecked, lead-
ing to even more negative consequences. 

This special issue of  The Report e r i s
about the mistakes that are currently being
made by the Bush administration. Press re a c-
tion to withholding UNFPA funds was amaz-
ingly unanimous. From Boston to Pittsburg h ,
Atlanta to San Francisco, concerned writers
spoke out about the inherent  wrongness of
P resi dent  BushÕs actions. Popu lation
C o n n e c t i o n Õs Director of Gover n m e n t
Relat ions, Brian Dixon, agreed to write about
the problems that will result from the admin-
i s t r a t i o n Õs heedless actions. 

WeÕd also like you to know about some of
our recent activities, so weÕve included infor-
mation about our work in the field, on college
campuses, in population educat ion, in the
media, and on Capitol Hil l. And we also want
to let youÑ our membersÑ know how you can
help in this battle. Capitol Hill Days is just
a round the corn e r. This training and advocacy
event has become increasingly popular with
our members, attracting activists and District
Activist Network participants, as well as col-
lege students and young adults. But even i f
you canÕt make the event, the article tells you
how to become involved as a sponsor. There is
also an article on how to become a DAN mem-
ber and how you can become the ÒvoiceÓ 
of Populat ion ConnectionÑ and populat ion 
s t a b i l i z a t i o nÑ in your area. 

Most import a n t l y, however, this issue con-
tains the C o n g ressional Report Card for the
upcoming elections. As you know, elections
m a t t e r. It is vitalÑ especially this year, when we
have so much at stakeÑ that everyone get out
and make an educated vote. The situation in
the U.S. House and Senate is tantalizingly
close, and we have a chance to get more of our
s u p p o rters to the House and the Senate. There
a re two things you can do to help out. Just
remove the C o n g ressional Report Card f ro m
the magazine and see how your candidates
m e a s u re up on important population issues.
A nd, while youÕre at it, take a second and
remove the envelope in the magazine and send
your contribution to Population Connection.
The recent actions of this administration have
s p u rred us on to work even harder for popula-
tion stabil izationÑ but  we need your help 
to continue.

L ee S. Polansky
E d i t o r
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PopPopP

The 
$3 4 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0

Bush had promised UNFPA for re p roductive health and family planning would be enough to pre v e n t:

2 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0unwanted pre g n a n c i e s ,

nearly 8 0 0 , 0 0 0a b o rt i o n s ,

m o re than7 7 , 0 0 0infant and child deaths,

a b o u t6 0 , 0 0 0cases of serious maternal il lness, 

4 , 7 0 0m a t e rnal deaths,

1man is standing in the way.

( S o u rce: www. u n f p a . o rg )

An AIDS orphan in the Luweero District, Uganda.
Photo:Edward Reilly, JHU/CCP

F o rty mill ion people are living with HIV/AIDS;
some 14,000 more become infected each day.
Ninety-f ive percent of these people live in the
developing world, and itÕs precisely in these loca-
tions that the United Nations Population Fund
seeks to expand its programs. 

( S o u rce: The Los Angeles Ti m e s )
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ppPourri

94 million hectares of forest have been destroyed over the last decade,
which is about 2 percent of the worldÕs total forest cover, or an area 
l a rger than Ve n e z u e l a .

( S o u rce: www. j o h a n n e s b u rg s u m m i t . o rg )

Almost a quarter of  the worldÕs coral reefs have been completely 
d e s t royed, and another 20 to 30 percent are threatened with destru c t i o n
within the next 10 years.

( S o u rce: www. p b s . o rg / n o w / s c i e n c e )

I n c reasing the fuel mileage of cars
by just 3 mpg would save the same
amount of oil that could be tapped
f rom the Arctic National Wi l d l i f e
Ref uge over 10 years. 

( S o u rce: population.news.com)

A s many as 137 species disappear  from the
E a rth each day, which adds up to an astounding
50,000 species disappearing every year. 

( S o u rce: www. R A N . o rg / i n f o _ c e n t e r / )
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First Lady L aura Bush said last year that
Òthe fight against terrorism is a fight for the
rights and dignity of women.Ó

Few agencies are doing as much to win
that fight as the United Nations Populat ion
Fund (UNFPA). The Fund led a global eff o rt to
p rovide crucial re p roductive health care and
family planning services to women in re f u g e e
camps in and out of Afghanistan. In f act,
S e c re t a ry of  State Coli n Powel l prai sed
U N F PAÕs work in Afghanistan and provided an
e m e rgency grant of $600,000. President Bush
requested that Congress provide UNFPA with
$25 mill ion in 2002. Congress voted to give
them even more: $34 million.

F rom the refugee crisis in Afghanistan to
the scourge of female genital mutilation, fro m
e ff o rts to ensure trained medical assistance for
p regnant women to providing contraceptives
for health centers throughout the developing
world, UNFPA has a long re c o rd of success.
U N F PA has also been the key force in ensuring
that women have the abil ity to choose the num-
ber and spacing of their childre n .

Reneging on a Pro m i s e
In a shocking and disastr ous poli cy 

reversal, though, President  George W. Bush
announced that the U.S. would no longer pro-
vide any funding for the li fe-saving and world-
i m p roving work of UNFPA. The $34 mill ion
that was approved by large, bipartisan majori-
ties of both houses of  Congress would be 
p e rmanently withheld.

The administration claimed it was doing
so because UNFPA supports ChinaÕs coerc i v e
populat ion policies. While there is much evi-
dence that  the Chinese government has indeed
engaged in coercion in its population pro-
gram, there is no evidence that UNFPA has
p a rticipated in, or supported, any coerc i v e
pr act ices. In fact , numerous f act-f inding
teams, including one appointed by Pre s i d e n t
Bush himself, have found that UNFPA works

to eliminate coercion in ChinaÕs program and
to develop programs that give women choices
in family planning.

B u s h Õs fact-finding team re t u rned f rom its
visit to UNFPAÕs China program and re c o m-
mended that  the United States continue its
funding. But  Bush ignored the re c o m m e n d a-
tion because a small, but vocal, group of re l i-
gious conservatives have long opposed UNFPA
and any agency that works to provide women
with family planning information and contra-
ceptives. These eff o rts are led by Congre s s m a n
Chris Smi th  (R-NJ) and the Populat ion
R e s e a rch InstituteÑ both with stellar far- r i g h t
c redentials. Smith once called birth contro l
pil ls Òbaby pesticides,Ó and PRIÕs pre s i d e n t
descri bed contr acept ives as Òoff ensive to
human dignity.Ó Together with other individu-
als and organizations, they waged war to end
funding for the agency. In the end, Bush 
canceled $34 million that Congress voted to
p rovide UNFPA .

T h e re will be no improvement in the rights
of  women in China because of this act ion.
U N F PA is the only voice for human rights with-
in ChinaÕs population program; it is the only
agency that has had any success in moving the
Chinese government away from birth quotas
and targets, and it has given Chinese women
real choices in contraceptive methods. 

U N F PA today works in 32 count ies within
China. A s part of the agreement creating the
p roject, China agreed to eliminate all birt h
quotas, to bar coercive practices, and to allow
outside, independent monitoring of the pro-
gram and invest igation of any claims of coer-
cion. As a result , the UNFPA  China program is
the most monitored internat ional project in
the world. Every legitimate monitoring visit
has found the same thing: that UNFPA is mak-
ing important strides in improving human
rights for Chinese women.

It is obvious that  BushÕs action was not
about  improving human rights in ChinaÑ

Special Report:
Bush Veers Right with Wrong 
Decision on UNFPA
by Brian Dixon, Director of Government Relations

Brian Dixon
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because if that were the goal, there are far more eff e c-
tive means for the United States to use. And the Bush
administration has not attempted to tie incre a s e d
i n t e rnational trade to human rights. As Congre s s m a n
Joe Crowley (D-NY) noted in a speech in the United
States House of Representatives, the people who
made this decision are the same ones pushing for
i n c reased trade with China. Crowley said, ÒItÕs okay
for Motorola to build a factory in China and employ
women, and through their factory health clinic share
lists with the Family Planning Authorities on who is
or who isnÕt having a baby. But [according to the
Bush administrat ion] itÕs not okay for UNFPA to work
to educate women on their rights and eradicate coer-
cion in f amily planning programs.Ó 

And just  a month bef ore announcing the UNFPA
decision, the Bush administration announced a plan
to provide the Chinese Ministry of HealthÑ the very
same Ministry that provides a large percentage of the
a b o rtions in China, the abortions that UNFPA oppo-
nents have seized onÑ with a nearly $15 mill ion
grant to help address ChinaÕs growing A IDS crisis.

Who Really Suffe rs 
But itÕs not just women in China who will suff e r

f rom this disastrous decision. UNFPA works in 141
other countries to provide desperately needed ser-
vices. As a result of  this action, programs to pro v i d e
subsidized contraceptives to couples in rural villages
in India will be suspended. A  project to upgrade
health facil it ies and expand r e p roduct ive health 
s e rvices in Algeria will be delayed.

Women around the world who have come to re l y
on UNFPA assistance will f ind that  assistance gone.

E x p e rts have estimated that the loss of U.S. fund-
ing could result in two million additional unintended
p regnancies, 4,700 maternal deaths, the deaths of
77,000 children under age 5 and 800,000 abort i o n s .
These are ironi c results f or  a decision made to
appease abort ion opponents.

The decision ignited a fire s t o rm of outrage after
nearly a year of virtual immunity from criticism. Few
f o reign policy decisions by the Bush administration, or
any recent administration for that matter, have been so
blatantly based on domestic political considerations.

These consider at ions overrode the support
U N F PA has from bipartisan majorities in both Houses

of Congress, from Colin Powell, and from the admin-
i s t r a t i o n Õs own Òfact-findingÓ team. In fact, UNFPAÕs
s u p p o rt is overw h e l m i n g .

U N F PA  supporters in Congress are planning to
react swiftly upon re t u rn to Washington. The Senate
A p p ropriations Committee has already approved leg-
islat ion that would boost the U.S. cont ribution to
U N F PA to $50 mill ion and re q u i re the President to
release it.

In the House, legislation has been intro d u c e d
that would likewise ensure a contribution to UNFPA .
Passage of such legislation is crucial to ensure that
women in China and every w h e re else have access to
v o l u n t a ry family planning and to protect their rights
to determine whether and when to have childre n .

The concern for the women of China expre s s e d
by people l ike Rep. Smith and the Population
R e s e a rch Inst itute is underwhelming. They are not
i n t e rested in ensuring these women have access to
v o l u n t a ry family planning; they are commit ted to
eliminating the right of women to use contraceptives.

And the Bush action will do nothing to impro v e
the lives of women in China. It will, in fact, make
their l ivesÑ and the lives of poor women around the
worldÑ even worse. I t punishes innocent women for
the abuses of ChinaÕs govern m e n t .

T h a t Õs unworthy of a great  nation and needs to
be reversed immediately.

Health workers standing outside a family planning clinic in Ghana.
Photo: JHU/CCP

Until Congress acts to re s t o re funding to UNFPA, a group of individuals has decided to take matters
into their own hands and is urging 34 million Americans to send one dollar each to UNFPA.  If youÕd
like to part icipate, you can send a dollar to UNFPA at  220 E. 42nd Street, New York,  NY 10017.  
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OVER THE YEARS I thought my mind
had become boggle-proof. ItÕs a side effect of
j o u rnalism. Sooner or later, we just lose the
ability to be astonished by anything the gov-
e rnment says. We lose the capacity to be over-
whelmed by even the most nimble polit ical
spin. 

But the Bush administration challenged
all my insulation this week when it withheld
$34 million in family planning funds designat-
ed for the United Nations. The stated re a s o n Ñ
and I use the word ÒreasonÓ looselyÑ is that
the United Nations Population Fund works in
China. Any money to the agency, it  said, helps
the ÒChinese government to implement more
e ffectively its programs of coercive abort i o n . Ó

Well, allow me to explain the circ u i t
b reaker on outrage. None of the money we give
to the Population Fund goes to the Chinese
g o v e rnment anyway. ItÕs against the law. ItÕs
also against the law f or any U.S. money to fund

a b o rtions overseas. I know this, and so do the
f olks in the Bush administration. Worst, and
h e re Õs the clincher, they also know that the UN
i s n Õt part of  the problem of  ChinaÕs coerc i v e
policies; itÕs part of  the solution. 

N e v e rtheless, Colin Powell , act ing as
f ront man for the White House, wrote, ÒIf
t h e re is a si ngle pr inciple that  uni fies
Americans with conflicting views on the sub-
ject, it is the conviction that no woman should
be forced to have an abortion.Ó True enough.
But Powell failed to mention that this single
principle also unifies the United Nations. 

The UN is on re c o rd all over the place as
opposing the forced steril izations and abor-
tions that have too often accompanied ChinaÕs

one-child policy. It spends only $3.5
million of a $270 mill ion budget in
the PeopleÕs Republ ic, but  it is
spent  in 32 counties in China in a
deliberate ef f o rt to sh ow the
Chinese government that voluntary
family planning works. 

Ò H e re are the horrible things
weÕve done in China,Ó says the
F u n d Õs Sarah Craven with a good
deal of restraint. ÒWeÕve published
materials letting the Chinese know
the rights they have under UN
human rights treaties. WeÕve con-
tracted to train family planning
wor kers on quali t y care and
i n f o rmed consent. WeÕve paid so
Chinese family planning workers
can go to other countries and see
how it  works. And we have a

w o m e n Õs empowerment initiative to work on
literacy and health care . Ó

I n d e e d Ñ h e re comes another boggleÑ
the rate of abortion has decreased in the places
w h e re the UN has worked. ÒWe Õ re there to give
the women of China hope,Ó she concludes. 

Remember last year when the secre t a ry of
state praised UN Population FundÕs Òinvalu-

Cutting off Wo m e n
to Spite China
by Ellen Goodman

Ellen Goodman

In Morocco, a health worker explains various contraceptive
methods to a patient as she examines an IUD.
Photo: Lauren Goodsmith, JHU/CCP
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able workÓ around the world? Since then, a
team of British parliamentarians, including an
a rdent pro-life leader, went to China and con-
cluded that UN fund was a force for positive
change. Since then, a three-member team
sent by our government also gave the UN a
clean re p o rt card. 

But in an act of public humiliation wor-
thy of MaoÕs Red Guard, Powell was forced to
recant publicly and deliver the party line of the
right wing. 

No one is making light of coercion in
C h i n a Ñ c e rtainly not those who believe in a
w o m a n Õs right to decide. But itÕs fair to ask
whether we change policy best by engaging or
disengaging with another government. 

Just last  month, Health and Human
S e rvices Secre t a ry Tommy Thompson pro u d l y
announced that we would work with ChinaÑ
indeed, with the same Health Minist ry that
administers population policiesÑ on issues of
HIV /AIDS. Meanwhile, we sign trade agre e-
ments and explore closer military ties. Has the
old two-China policy morphed into a new two-
China policy? One for family planning and one
for everything else? 

The Bush administration says it will give
the family planning money to our own Agency
for International Development. Fine. But letÕs
remember that US AID operates in 84 coun-

tries, compared with the UNÕs 140. It operates
u n i l a t e r a l l y. And why, by the way, do we need
to replicate programs in, say, Afghanistan? 

This is the story. In an eff o rt to punish
China, the same China that  we engage with
e v e ry day, we are going to withhold money,
which wouldnÕt go to China anyway, from the
rest of the worldÕs women. 

As Amy Coen of  Populat ion  Action
I n t e rnational says: ÒThis is the man who sup-
p o rts womenÕs rights? This administration is
placating and throwing red meat to a political
base that doesnÕt believe in family planning.Ó

Follow the bouncing boggle: In an eff o rt
to punish a UN operation that Ògives hope to
women in China,Ó we are going to withdraw
$34 mill ion that pays for midwives and hospi-
tals, birthing kits and contraceptives. And to
appease the domestic Òright-to-lifeÓ lobby, we
a re going to withhold enough money to pre-
vent 2 million unwanted pregnancies, 4,700
m a t e rnal deaths, and more than 77,000 infant
and child deaths. 

If Bush gets away with this one, IÕm defi-
nitely gonna take myself  in for some new
b o g g l e - p roofing. 
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Population ConnectionÕs ongoing projects, and your financial support. You make our work possible and eff e c t i v e .
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Bush vs. Wo m e n
by Nicholas D. Kristof

The cent ral moral struggle of the 19th
c e n t u ry concerned slavery, and that of the
20th pi tted democr acy against N azi sm,
Communism and other despotic isms. Our
own pre-eminent moral challenge will be to
ease the brutality that kil ls and maims girls
and women across much of Africa and Asia. 

A las, this summer President  Bush i s
putting the U.S. on the wrong side of the bat-
tle l ines. M ost out rageous, last month M r.
Bush cut off all $34 mill ion in f unds for the
United Nations Population Fund, in all 142
countries in which it operates, because of con-
c e rns about  its role in China. What does this
mean on the ground? 

An emergency obstet ric care program was
to begin this year in Burundi, where only one-
q u a rter of births are at tended by a trained
midwif e (almost none by a doctor) and where
one woman in eight will die in childbirth. 

Because of Mr. BushÕs move, however, that
p rogram in Burundi has now been canceledÑ
along with plans for midwife training in Algeria,
a center to fight AIDS in Haiti and a matern a l
m o rtality reduction program in India. 

C o n s e rvati ves ar e ri ght to obj ect  to
C h i n a Õs of ten brutal one-child policy. But only
Washington could come up with a solution to
Chinese problems that involves kil ling teenage
girls in Burundi. 

Aside from cutting off f unding for the
population agency, the Bush administration is
busy devastating third-world women in other
ways. It is trying to block a landmark intern a-
tional treaty on the rights of women, even
though the State Department initially backed
it. The tre a t y, known as the Convention on the
Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination
Against Women, or CEDAW, would make no 

d i ff e rence in America but would be one more
tool  to hel p women in coun tr ies wher e 
discrimination means death. 

The Bush administrat ion is also under-
cutting international eff o rts to use confer-
ences to bolster support for rural health care
for poor women. For example, the Bushies
tied up negotiations for this monthÕs Eart h
Summit  in Johannesburg by insisting that
documents be purged of phrases like Òre p ro-
duct ive health servicesÓ that they think 
connote abort ion. 

P resident Bush has also walloped intern a-
tional family planning eff o rts by banning the
use of American aid to overseas org a n i z a t i o n s
that provide any information about abort i o n s .

Nicholas D. Kristof

This mother and her child live in Mali, one of
the 142 countries that UNFPA serves.

The Bush administration has cut all funding
for UNFPA in all of these countries.

Photo: JHU/CCP
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And while Mr. Bush basked in his promise of
$500 mill ion for the global A IDS fund, his
admi nist rat ion is making such onero u s
demands of the fund that none of the money
can be used anytime soon. 

In one crucial field, the battle against sex-
ual t rafficking, it is conservative Christians
who have taken the lead in fighting on behalf
of third-world women. So on this one issue
has Mr. Bush shown any mettle? 

No. As a re p roachful letter to him from a
b road range of conservative leaders pointed
out on June 28, the administration re c o rd Òis
one of passive acceptance of the world traff i c k-
ing status quo.Ó

In the Bush administration, the assump-
tion is that in all these cases the fundamental
issue is abortions or sex. It is not. 

The central issue is that 500,000 women
die each year in pregnancy or childbirth; that
100 mill ion women and girls worldwide are
ÒmissingÓ because they are denied adequate
food or medical care, or  because they are
a b o rted or kil led at  birth because they are
f emale; that  60 percent of the children kept
out of elementary school are girls; that 130

million girls have undergone genital mutila-
tion; that between one and two mill ion girls
and women are t rafficked into pro s t i t u t i o n
a n n u a l l y. 

If I Õm angry, itÕs because those figure s
c o n j u re real faces of people IÕve met : Aisha
Idris, a Sudanese peasant  left incont inent
af ter giving birth at 14, with no midwife or
p renatal care, to a stil lborn child; Mariam
K a rega, a young woman nursing her dying
baby in a Tanzanian vil lage far from any doc-
tor; Sr iy, a smart and vibrant 13-year- o l d
Cambodian girl who was sold into pro s t i t u-
tion by her stepfather and by now is pro b a b l y
dead of  AIDS. 

Instead of joining the fight on behalf  of
Ms. Idris, Ms. Karega or Sriy, the Bush admin-
istration is allying the U.S. with the likes of
Iran, Sudan and Syria to frustrate intern a t i o n-
al ef f o rts to save the lives of some of the most
helpless people on earth. Somehow we have
become the core of  an Axis of Medieval.

Copyright ©2002, The New York Times. 
Reprinted by perm i s s i o n .

An illustrated sign in front of the Neighbors Family Planning Center in Zamboanga City, Philippines. Photo: JHU/CCP
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Got 
e-mail?
Got 10
minutes 
a month ?

Make a difference!
Join forces with over 20,000 Population Connection activists who send e-mails and faxes to policymakers
when it counts! Respond to just 4 alerts a year to keep your membership active.

Signing Up 
Is a Snap!
1) Go to www. a c t i o n n e t w o r k . o rg / p o p u l a t i o n c o n n e c t i o n

2) Fil l out the form. (We need your mailing address, so the
computer can determine your voting district inf o.)

3) WeÕll email you with action instru c t i o n s .

4) Respond and make a di ff e re n c e !

www.actionnetwork.org/populationconnection
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P resident Bush has imposed the Global Gag Rule. Now heÕs blocked all $34 mill ion in congre s-
sionally approved UNFPA family planning funds. Family planning programs all over the world
a re being damaged.

ÒBesides undercutting chances of keeping the worldÕs population in check, [the decision] will
diminish womenÕs freedom to decide how many children they want, and when. It may even cost
lives. The decision is certain, however, to shore up BushÕs conservative base.Ó
-Editorial, Des M oines Register (IA), July 24, 2002

Ò R e s e a rch has found that nine of 10 A mericans believe everyone should have the abil ity to plan
their family. Decisions made by the current administration should reflect these values.Ó
-Judy Nicastro, Seattle Post-Intelligencer, August 16, 2002

ÒWhen a group like the Population Research Institute has a seat at the table, reasonable
minds are elbowed out. A group that sees voluntary family planning programs as neocolo-
nialism and small families as cheating heaven isnÕt where our president should go for 
public policy advice. But thatÕs where heÕs knocking. TheyÕre his kind of people.Ó
-Robyn E. Blumner, St. Petersburg Times (FL), August 4, 2002

ÒIf he were truly concerned about reducing abortions, President Bush would acknowledge that
one of  the most effective ways to do so is to educate women about family-planning techniques so
they have more control over their re p roductive health before they become pregnant (or before
men force them to have sex, as is the cultural norm in many countries).Ó
-Editorial, The Philadelphia Inquire r, July 21, 2002

ÒThe administration wonÕt listen to its own members and wonÕt honor its obligations to its
friends. Where are the families and the values in that strategy?Ó
-Editorial, The Te n n e s s e a n, July 25, 2002

G e o rge Bush just doesnÕt g e tthe Population Connection. 

You getit.
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It hasnÕt the popular ring of the Òaxis of
evil,Ó nor the urgency of demands for Òre g i m e
changeÓ in Iraq. 

T h e re Õs been no presidential speech to
etch the phrase into AmericaÕs mind, nor cal-
culated TV appearances to promote this entry
in the Bush administrationÕs lexicon of fightinÕ
w o rds: ÒReproductive health services.Ó 

The United States is at war with those
w o rds. They are pivotal to U.S. delegates in
i n t e rnational conferences and treaty negotia-
tions on global economic and social policy.
P resident George W. Bush considers them so
c rucial that America now all ies itself with
countries that routinely and brutally re p re s s
women. Our new partners in the war against
Ò re p roductive health servicesÓ have included
the likes of  A lgeria, Libya, Sudan - even I ran
and Iraq, two designated members of the Òaxis
of evil.Ó ÒWhen heÕs doing a war on terro r i s m ,
t h e y Õ re the axi s of evi l,Ó said Adrienn e
G e rmain, pr esident  of the Intern a t i o n a l
Wo m e n Õs Health Coalition. ÒWhen heÕs waging
a war on women theyÕre his allies.Ó 

P e rhaps the phrase Òre p roductive health
s e rvices,Ó to your ears, means Pap smears or
p re-natal care or AIDS prevention. To the
c o n s e rvative activists Bush appoints as off i-
cial re p resentatives to international confer-
ences, they mean abort ion and, sometimes,
b i rth control. 

A s the World Summit  on Sustainable
Development gets underway in Johannesburg ,
the U.S. delegation has been trying to scratch
Ò re p roductive health servicesÓ from off i c i a l
a g reements, and pencil in Òbasic health ser-
vicesÓ instead. Conservat ives believe Òbasic
health servicesÓ would preclude abortion and
b i rth control. 

In pre l i m i n a ry talks in Bali last June, the
United States tried the re-write, but f ailed.
C o n f e rence participants said the Americans also
tried to remove language on the right of adoles-
cents to health services involving their sexuality. 

Now a new fight brews. In previous sum-
mits, Germain said, womenÕs health pro v i s i o n s
w e re couched in language that called for
respect for Òculture and tradit ionÓÑ with the
caveat that this should be Òin conformity with
universal human rights and fundamental f re e-
doms.Ó The world generally does not approve of
such cultural tradit ions as ownership of a
widow by a husbandÕs family, or rape as male
right. 

But the rights-and-f reedoms part got left
out  in Bali. Canada and Europe now object.
They may try to re-open the talks on health,
giving the U.S. another chance for mischief . 

Washington counts on these intern a t i o n a l
c o n f e rences to provoke indiff e rent yawns at
home. News out of Johannesburg is l ikely to
be dominated by bickering over global warm-
ing, not womenÕs rights. 

Bush Is Already at
WarÑ Against Women 
by Marie Cocco

Marie Cocco

A womenÕs ward at the Buwenge Health Center in the Jinja
District of Uganda. Photo:Harvey Nelson, JHU/CCP
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But over the past decade, the world has
a g reed that population control through gov-
e rnment quotas and other forms of coercion is
passŽ. I tÕs been replaced with the idea of
empowering women through education and
economic advancement, and making it  clear
they have a right to re p roduct ive care and 
v o l u n t a ry family planning to control their 
f e rt i l i t yÑ and the course of their l ives. 

This is what America now seeks to under-
mine. 

The administ ration has diminished the
role of the State Department, which is viewed
by conservatives as an appeaser of an intern a-
tional community that supports f amily plan-
ning and condoms to prevent  AIDS. Bush has
elevated the Depar tment  of Heal th and
Human Services, more to their l iking. 

Last May, the administration fought at the
United Nations to purge official commitments
on children of re f e rences to Òre p ro d u c t i v e
health services.Ó It tried, but failed, to pro c l a i m
Òabstinence-onlyÓ to be the sole health pro-

gram re g a rding adolescent  sexÑ this, despite
an AIDS epidemic in Africa that is fast  becom-
ing a plague among girls. 

It has promised money only to pre v e n t
AIDS transmission from mother to child.
Saving the motherÕs life is not a matter of con-
c e rn. She had sex, and so is undeserving. 

It cut off funding for the UN agency that
p rovides pregnancy care and family planning
in corners of the world where lying on a sterile
sheet during labor is a luxury. It did so even
though the administrationÕs own investigators
found no evidence to support  anti-abort i o n
g roupsÕ claims that the UN was a handmaiden
to ChinaÕs forced abortion policy. 

This White House is home to a bell icose
bunch. Bush talks openly of war among men.
He counts on this preoccupat ion to conceal
his campaign against women.

Copyright ©2002, N e w s d a y, Inc. 
Reprinted by perm i s s i o n .

A crowded entrance to a family planning clinic in India. Photo:Benjamin Lozare, JHU/CCP
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News from the DAN!
by Kathy Buek, Legislative Action Coordinator

Ed Scheibli ch: ÒI  found Populat ion
Connection (then ZPG) about three years ago
and was immediately hooked on their message.
The organization has taught  me a lot  about
populat ion issues and how to channel my
e ff o rts.  I write several letters a month to my
legislatorsÑ sometimes to thank someone for
speaking out against sprawl and sometimes to
ask for legislative support. I enjoy hearing fro m
K a t h y, the L egislative Coordinator; she quickly
answers any questions I have and she always
thanks me for my comments and letters.Ó

Chris Greene: ÒI  became interested in
populat ion issues in college, when I took a
course call ed ÒEar th Resources and th e
E n v i ronment.Ó Becoming a Populat ion
Connection DAN member was just  what I
needed to kickstart my eff o rts to change the
world without leaving home. We had a gro u p
training earlier this year in Chicago, and I got
to meet several other DA N members from the
Midwest . We had a variety of backgro u n d s ,
personalities and interests, and I  think that
makes us all the more interesting and eff e c t i v e
when it comes to talking to our legislators.Ó

Bob Pettapiece: ÒI joined Popul at ion
Connection (ZPG) in the mid-1970s and soon
understood that politics plays a part  of the
p roblem and the solut ion to enviro n m e n t a l
issues. So, when the of fer came to join the
DAN, I accepted! Besides responding to legisla-
tive alerts through e-mail, I attend Capitol Hill
Days in Washington D.C., which I re c o m m e n d
to anyone who is interested. ItÕs a good mix-
t u re of informat ion and of trooping up to

Capitol Hill to visit with my re p resentative and
senators. I plan to keep up my donations of
not only money, but  also my time as my
schedule allows. I  always feel like I should give
m o re of each, but I  also believe what I do give
helps others to better understand populat ion
i s s u e s . Ó

C o rnelia Smith: ÒPopulation Connect ion
was a very important part of my husbandÕs life.
When he died, I became involved to give dire c-
tion to my life, and to honor my husbandÕs
m e m o ry. The District Act ivist Network has
been really supportive and helpful, assisting
me in identi f ying i mpor tant  i ssues and
encouraging me to meet with my re p re s e n t a-
tives. The DAN also draws me to Wa s h i n g t o n
for Capitol Hill Days, a time that culminates in
walking the corridors of Capitol Hil l, gett ing
my feet  wet in lobbying. I count my experi-
ences with the DA N as the most re w a rding of
my re t i rement years!Ó

We think that M s. Smith summed up her
feeli ngs about the DA N and Population
Connection in the best way possible when she
said, ÒThank you for the opportunity to per-
f o rm useful service to the community, and to
make a diff e rence to women and childre n
a round the world!Ó

Population Connection is always looking f or
new members of the District Activist Network.
Please call Kathy Buek at 1-800-767-1956 f or
m o re information about the DAN and see how
easy it is to make a dif f e rence in populat ion
issues from home.

What is the DA N ?
Have you ever wondered what kind of people join the District Activist Network and what

they do and why? I of ten receive telephone calls and e-mails from Population Connection mem-
bers who are in the DANÐbut they are n Õt sure what it involves. So, I went straight to the sourc e
and asked a few of our members to tell me about their DA N experiences!

Ed Scheiblich, a re t i red pro-
fessor of mathematics fro m
Elgin, SC.

Chris Greene-Hutchins, a
s e c re t a ry in Ann Arbor, M I.

Bob Pettapiece, a pro f e s s o r
at Wayne State University in
D e t roit, M I.

C o rnelia Smith, a re t i red 
educator from Hyde Park, NY.
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Calling All Federal Employees

I t Õs CFC Time A g a i n !
If  you are a f ederal government employee, you can
s u p p o rt Population Connection through the
Combined Federal Campaign.

Just check the index for the Environment category.

Designate your CFCcontribution to #477 (listed
under Population Connection/ZPG).

We appreciate your help and support !

For more information, contact the Development
D e p a rtment at 202-332-2200 or 1-800-767-1956.

# 4 7 7

G e ti nv olved with our seve nt h
a n n u al Ca p i t ol Hill Day s !
Next year, with newly-elected re p resentatives in the U.S. Congre s s ,
will be critical to get our message across about the importance of
population issues! Help Population Connection spread the message
about the importance of stabilizing population growth, and the neg-
ative impact of rampant  population growth on the enviro n m e n t ,
health, and womenÕs rights. 

You can play a crucial role in one of two ways. 

Come to Capitol Hill Days. In four short  jam-packed days, youÕll
l e a rn all about the latest trends in population issues and how to
lobby your congressman or woman. Then, youÕll spend a day on

Capitol Hil l, doing what  the ÒexpertsÓ doÑ talking to your re p resentatives about population issues, and urging them
to vote for international family planning. 

C a n Õt make it to Washington, D.C.?  There Õs another, easy way to help Population Connection spread the message! 

By sponsoring student participation in Capitol Hill Days, you make it possible for a college student to attend this
event! Your tax-deductable donation provides housing and travel stipends for college students throughout the country
who would like to participate in Capitol Hill Daysbut canÕt aff o rd to attend.

¥ For just $1000 you can sponsor a student for the entire four-day event.

¥ For just $500 you can sponsor a student for two days.

Help a student make a diff e re n c e !

If youÕd like more information, please contact the Government Relations Department at 1-800-767-1956. 

The Eden Project
The Eden Project in Cornwall, England is a sort  of NoahÕs Ark
f or plants from all over the world.  It celebrates the interd e p e n-
dence of people and plants and is a monument to sustainable
d e v e l o p m e n tÑ they even make their own soil !  More info at
w w w. e d e n p roject.com 
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washington view
by Emily Robinson, Government Relations Fellow

Wo m e n Õs Treaty on Ta ble 
One of the most memorable images from the

War A gainst Te rrorism was Afghan women shed-
ding their burqas and singing in the streets, finally
f ree of the deadly oppression of the Taliban. 

Both President Bush and First  Lady Laura
Bush eloquently spoke about the importance of
i m p roving the quality of  l i fe for women in
Af ghanistan as a part of rebuilding the war- t o rn
region. Secr e t a ry of State Colin Powell pro-
claimed, ÒWe, as a world community, cannot
even begin to tackle the array of  problems and
challenges confronting us without the full par-
ticipation of women in all aspects of l ife.Ó 

After such statements, it would seem logical
that the United States would finally rat ify the
Convention on the Elimination of Discrimination
Against  Women (CEDAW), also known as the
Treaty on the Rights of  Women. Yet, a full year
after September 11thÑ and with the end of the
Ta l i b a n Õs reignÑ the U.S. is sti ll  one of only 22
countries, and the only industrialized nation, that
has not ratified the tre a t y. By failing to ratify, the
U.S. has chosen to remain in the company of
some of the worldÕs most egregious human rights
abusers, like Syria and Sudan. 

What is CEDAW ?
C E D AW, adopted by the United Nations in

1979, is the most comprehensive intern a t i o n a l
a g reement on the basic human  r ights of
women. The treaty re q u i res that states take
steps to incorporate women into the political
and economic realm; provide women with ade-
quate healthcare, including family planning
s e rvices; provide girls with the same education
as boys; and end exploitati on and violence
against women. 

This t reaty can make, and has made, a dif-
f e rence in womenÕs lives. A fter India ratified the
t re a t y, women pre s s u red the government to live
up to it s commitment to educate all childre n ,
and girls now account for more than half of pre -
schoolers. The Colombian M inistry of  Public
Health modeled much of its ÒHealth for Wo m e n ,
Women for HealthÓ policy on the tre a t y, includ-
ing the right to modern and safe contraceptives
and the right to accurate and appropriate med-
ical counseling. In Uganda, public officials cre a t-
ed programs against  domestic violence after
signing the tre a t y. 

U n f o rt u n a t e l y, conservative politicians and
right-wing organizations in the U.S. have made
blocking the t reaty a high priority. And the Bush
admini strat ion seems to be bowing to the
demands of  the ext re m i s t sÑ yet again ! In
F e b ru a ry, the State Department listed the tre a t y
as Ògenerally desirableÓ but the White House has
since effectively withdrawn that designation and
sent the t reaty to Attorney General John Ashcro f t
for further re v i e w.  

C E DAW To d ay
Despite administrat ion stalling, the Senate

F o reign Relations Committee voted 12 - 7 to send
the treaty to the Senate Floor for a ratification
vote. In order for the treaty to be ratified it needs a
t w o - t h i rds majority or 67 votes. The stre n u o u s
opposition of the right makes such a result dif f i-
cult, but if the White House were to publicly
endorse the tre a t y, that could make the diff e rence.  

The real question now is: whose side is the
P resident on?  The extreme right in the United
States or the women around the world who are
s t ruggling every day for justice, for dignity and,
indeed, for their very lives? 

What You Can Do: Please call your U.S. senators at 202-224-3121 and urg e
them to vote in favor of the CEDAW Tre a t y. +
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PopEd Goes to 
P r e s c h o o l
by Amber Johnson, Population Education Fellow

R e s o u rce scarc i t y, consumption pattern s
and pre s e rvation may seem like weighty issues
for a group of five-year-olds. Just  ask those
f i v e - y e a r-olds to divide and share a bowl of
Goldfishª  crackers, however, and these issues
suddenly make perfect sense. The tasty ched-
dar ÒfishÓ (and other natural re s o u rces) are in
s h o rt supply, and ensuring a community full
of  happy students means learning to conserv e
and cooperate.

T his hands-on exercise, one of nine in
Population Educat ionÕs new curriculum kit
Sharing a Small Wo r l d, allows young learn e r s
to explore their con-
nections with other
people, the wider 
community and the
e n v i ro n m e n t .
Designed for  pre -
K i n d e rg ar t e n
t h rough second
grade, the k it  is
Population Connec-
t i o n Õs first  offici al 
v e n t u re into ear ly
chi ldhood educa-
ti on and meets
nat ional teaching
s t a n d ards for social
studies, science,
g e o g r a p h y, and
mathemat ics.  Wi t h
lessons on re s o u rc e
use, population dy-
namics, and the human impact on the natural
world, Sharing a Small Wo r l d gives teachers
new tools for pr esenting envi ronmental  
concepts in an innovative and informative way.

While Population Connection has been
developing hands-on educat ional material
since the mid-1970Õs, the Sharing a Small
Wo r l d p roject presented a part icular challenge
for the Population Education team. After all,
holding the at tent ion  of  a room f ul l of  

f o u r- y e a r-olds is no easy task!  As re p o rted by
Pamela Wa s s e rman, director of  Population
C o n n e c t i o n Õs Population Education depart-
ment, ÒWe found the input  from our early
childhood reviewers to be invaluable. TheyÕre
immersed in fingerpaint and dried macaro n i
e v e ry day and know first-hand what engages
young minds.Ó

Encouraging young students to draw on
personal experiences is one of the best ways to
help children learn about responsible citizen-
ship. Early childhood educator Judith Dighe
a rgues that  Òenvironmental education for

young children is
about  wonder, and
i t Õs about teaching
responsibil it y and
caring for a childÕs
immediate enviro n-
ment and gradually
widening circles of
the Ear th.Ó The
activities in S h a r i n g
a Small Wo r l d d o
just that . W h e t h e r
t h rough a J u n g l e
B o o k- i n s p i red dis-
cussion of the Òbare
necessities of l ifeÓ, 
a hands-on demon-
stration about  river
pollut ion, or  the
c reation of an indi-
vidual action pledge,

students learn to become global citizens in the
21st century.

We hope your children, grandchildre n ,
and students will enjoy these activities as
much as we enjoyed creating them.

To order Sharing a Small Wo r l d for just $5.00
or for a free download, please visit our website
at www. p o p u l a t i o n c o n n e c t i o n . o rg. Or, call the
PopEd Department at 1-800-767-1956.

SHARING
A

SMALL
WORLD

Environmental
Activi ties

for Young Learners

TeachersÕ PETProject
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From the Field
by Jay Keller, National Field Director

Population ConnectionÕs Activist
Tr a i n i n g

Population Connection act ivist training
sessions include the latest updates fro m
Capitol Hil l, tips on improving your pre s e n t a-
tion and advocacy skills, and question-and-
answers. Our largest training event, the 
annual Capitol Hill Days, is held each Marc h
in Washington, D.C., and attracts more than
100 participants. 

P o p u l a t i o n
Connection also
holds re g i o n a l
activist trainings,
often with other
populat ion and
e n v i ro n m e n t
g roups. We re c e n t-
ly worked with
National Wi l d l i f e
Federation, Sierr a
Club, Georg i a
Population &
S u s t a i n a b i l i t y

Coalition, Planned Parenthood, Population
Action Intern a t i o n al, and Isaac Walton League
on activist trainings across the country.

Some of Our Recent Activities
A l c o v y, Georg i a . On M ay 18 Population

C o n n e c t i o n Õs Jay K eller and Kathy Buek joined
C a ron Wh itaker from Nat ional  Wi l d l i f e
Feder at ion for the 4th Annual Geor g i a
Populat ion and Sustainabi lity Coal it ion
activist  training. Twenty-six activists fr o m
a c ross the state attended discussions on local,
national and international populat ion issues,
population education demonstrat ions, and
strategy planning.

Va n c o u v e r, Wa s h i n g t o n .A training on
ÒPopulation and the Environment: Wo m e n ,
Famili es, Our Futur eÓ dr ew Population
Connection and Sierra Club members fro m
the Greater Portland, Oregon area.  Sierr a

C l u b Õs A nnet te Souder and Population
C o n n e c t i o n Õs Jay Keller updated attendees on
U N F PA and the Global Gag Rule and gave tips
on effective presentations on population. Local
activists Ramona Rex and Bianca Benson pro-
vided crucial logistics for the Portland and
Vancouver events.

P o rtland, Ore g o n .Population Connection
P resident Peter H. Kostmayer spoke to more
than 50 local acti vi sts at  Port land State
University on May 21. In a stirring speech, Peter
s t ressed the need for more citizen involvement
and support for international f amily planning in
the upcoming elections.

Chicago, I l l inois. Population Connect -
i o n Õs Kathy Buek led a daylong activist train-
ing session for Dist ri ct Activist Network
Members. The day focused on how we can

Seattle area activist Joy
Livingstone talks about her
experiences tabling on behalf
of Population Connection.
Photo: Jay Keller

O rder your FREE copy of the NEW Campus
Activist  Handbook!

ÒThe essential handbook f or every college and
university activist! Ó

The new Campus Activist Handbook can be
used in conjunction with the Campus A ctivist Kit.
Designed by Population Connect ionÕs expert
Campus Organizers, the Handbook includes every-
thing you need to know about organizing your
campus, including grassroots organizing tips!  

D o n Õt  miss out on this FREE re s o u rce and
o rder your copy today!

Call 1-800-767-1956 or 202-332-2200 

or e-mail campus@populationconnection.org. 

Please include your name, snail mail address, 
e-mail, telephone number, and the name of  your
school. Let us know if  youÕd like the electronic .pdf
file or the hard copy. 

Calling All  Campus
Activists! 
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appl y more pr e s s u re at the local level in 
s u p p o rt of population policies. The DAN is a national net-
work of volunteer lobbyists in over 250 congressional dis-
tricts who re p resent Population Connection on import a n t
issues to their legislators, local media and civic groups on
a monthly basis. [For more on the DAN, see Kathy BuekÕs
a rticle on page 16.] 

Seat t le, Wa s h i n g t o n. Population Connect ion
Washington State act ivist Joy Livingstone organized the
annual activist training in Seattle. With the help of other
chapter members, this event has become an annual occa-
sion, gathering activists from across the state. Joy is also
the tabling chair for the chapter and has distributed
Population Connection inf ormat ion all across the state at
local fairs, bringing enthusiasm and a quick smile to the
c h a p t e rÕs work.

Upcoming Conferences and Activities!
October 25 - 26, 2002, Minneapolis, MN. C h o o s i n g

Our Future: Population and Our Ecological Footprint.
The third in a series of  population and enviro n m e n t

c o n f e rences hosted by the Science Museum of Minnesota,
Choosing Our Future is an opportunity for participants to
understand how our lives impact the environment and
that the choices we make today can help move us toward
a more sustainable future. 

October 20 - 26, 2002. World Population Aw a re n e s s
We e k. Mark your calendars! This yearÕs theme is P o p u l a t i o n
and the Next Generation: Youth and Adolescents.  

Population Connection has created a special activistÕs
kit for World Population Aw a reness We e k .I t Õs available at
no charge in a .pdf  format on our website. 

Some ideas for WPAW: 
¥ A rrange to speak to a local civic, church, or

school group about population pre s s u res and
how individuals can make a positive di ff e rence.  

¥ Ask your local library to set up a display.  
¥ P u rchase a copy of our award winning Wo r l d

Population Vi d e oand donate it to a school, a library
or show it to your local community group. 

What are y o u doing for World Population Aw a re n e s s
We e k? WeÕd love to hear your ideas!

For more information contact Jay Keller at
j a y @ p o p u l a t i o n c o n n e c t i o n . o rg or call 1-800-767-1956.

The scenic Inner Harbor in Baltimore, Mary l a n d ,
hosted the national release of Population ConnectionÕs
latest  addit ion to the Kid-Friendly Cities Report Card
series: 239 Good Ideas from 239 Cities.

A t a press conference covered by several print and
television re p o rters, Population Connection staff and
P resident Peter H. Kostmayer unveiled 239 Good Ideas
f rom 239 Cities, which recognizes homegrown, kid-
f riendly projects from every city in America with a popu-
lation of 100,000 or more. Through its extensive website,
the re p o rt provides easy access to a database of ideas and
contacts that communities across the U.S. can consult
and replicate in order to tackle local problems that af f e c t
c h i l d ren. The re p o rt also highlights ten projects as Gold
S t a r sÑ exceptional examples of committed programs in
a reas such as Education, Heal th and Family L ife,
Community L ife, and Environment. 

Peter H. Kostmayer presented the first-ever Gold
Star Aw a rd to the Campaign f or Our Chi ldren, a
B a l t i m o re-based educational media campaign org a n i-
zation, which has played a central role in the dramat ic
d e c rease in Mary l a n d Õs teen pregnancy rates. ÒJust
think of this re p o rt as a way of using cyberspace to help
you help your cit y,Ó said Peter. He urged everyone to
ÒLog on. Get inspired. Share ideas. Start  a new pro j e c t .
And experience how people are making the connection
between kids, population and the quality of  l if e where
they live, and changing America one idea at  a time.Ó

You can find the full re p o rt on Population ConnectionÕs
website, www. p o p u l a t i o n c o n n e c t i o n . o rg. If youÕd like 
a hard copy of  the re p o rt, please call Publications at 
1 - 8 0 0 - 7 6 7 - 1 9 5 6 .

Another Successful Launch!
by Erin Riney, Research Assistant

Peter H. Kostmayer presents the Gold Star award to Bronwyn
Mayden, Executive Director of Campaign For Our Children in
Baltimore. Photo:Tim Cline




