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For the first  time ever, the growth in public transit ridership has exceeded the growth in 
driving for five years in a ro w. From 2000 to 2001, the use of public transport a t i o n
i n c reased by 2 percent. The use of driving increased by only 1 percent during the same

period.  ( S o u rce: Surface Tr a n s p o rtation Policy Pro j e c t )
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Ac c o rding to the United Nations, there are curre n t l y
m o re children attending school than ever before. 
U n f o rt u n a t e l y, 100 mill ion children are sti ll  unable

to attend school–and 60 percent of them are girl s.
(S o u rc e :The New York Ti m e s) 

As deforestation forces people to travel longer
distances f or f uelwood, fodder, and water, 
women and men expend larger amounts of

e n e rg y. The World Health Organization estimates
that the energy used to carry water may consume
o n e - t h i rd of a woman’s dail y cal orie intake.
(S o u rce: Population Reference Bure a u)
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Suburban spr awl  consumes mor e than
500,000 acres of forest and f armland per
year  in the U.S. Put another way, we’ re
adding a populat ion four times larger than
S e a t t l e ’s every year while suburban sprawl is
consuming an area 10 times larger than the
city limits.  (Source: The Seattle Post-Intelligencer)

PopPourri

Since Earth Day 1970, world population has grown by
60 percent while U.S. funding for international family
planning has decreased by 40 percent.  ( S o u rce: PLANet)
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It took all of human history up to the early 1800s for
world population to reach 1 bil lion people, and until
1960 to reach 3 bil lion. To d a y, the world gains 1 bil lion
people every 11 years. ( S o u rce: Population Action
I n t e rn a t i o n a l )

60%


