From the Editor

“We want a world fit for children, because a
worldfitfor usisaworldfit for everyone”
—GabridaAzurdy Arrieta

Thitteen year old Gabriela Azurdy Arrieta of
Bolivia was spesking to the United Nations first s
don devoted entirey to children. “We want aworl d fit
for children,” she said, “because aworld fit for usis a
worldfit for everyone”

Gabridaisa very perceptiveand articul ate young
woman—especially when we think about how her
gaement reates to populaion—and to population
connections. I njust one sentence, Gabrielagetsat the
centrd importance of population stabilization to the
planes future, and to the future of the world's chil-
dren. In one sentence, shereveds the links between
population stakilization, the environment, wormen's
empoweanent, education, and the quaity of life.

We know that popul aion growth isat the care of
meny of today's problems. And we know how to atain
population stabilization. Weve made tremendous
progress in improving the lives d men, women, and
childen dl over thewarld Many children live hgppy,
healthy lives-but many millions do not. Millions of
childen cannot read. Millions of girls are forced to
mary and have children at a terribly young age. So,
we still have work to do, and we have erious chal-
lenges, particularly in President Bush's policies,
including the G dbd Gag Rule.

To better meet those chalenges on May 1, 2002,
ZPG became Population Connection. Our name has

changed, but our mission is staying the same.
WE'll continue to educate and advocate for population
Sabilization, with thisisaue of The Reporter examin
ing some of those“connections.”

This Repoterhas afeaure story on the links
bet ween red peopl e and population, and between pap-
ulation, reproductive rights, and the environment.
And in another article, population epertstdl uswhat
they think about those connections. But most impor-
tantly, you'll see that Population Connection is
working hard to bring atention to these issues You'll
e us working on Capitol Hill during Capitol Hill
Dayswhich wasour best yet. We had agrest Annud
AwaidsDinner, and our annual Population Education
writing contest was a huge hit, garnering thousands
o entries.

Butwe can't doall of thiswork done Wereally
need your help. We need your help to raise the
visibility of the populaion issue-and to overtum bad
policies. So, when you see the envelope inserted
between the pages of this magezine, just take it aut,
and use it to send a gift to Population Connection.
We have alot of work in front of us. Just think:
Children everywhele want a good life, just like
Gabrida from Bolivia. But they won't haveit unless
we can do our work.
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