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F rom the Edi tor
“ We want  a world fit  for children, because a

world fit f or us is a world fit for everyone.” 
—Gabriela Azurdy Arr i e t a

T h i rteen year old Gabriela Azurdy Arrieta of
Bolivia was speaking to the United Nations’ first ses-
sion devoted entirely to children. “We want a world fit
for children,” she said, “because a world fit for us is a
world fit f or everyone.” 

Gabriela is a very perceptive and articulate young
woman–especially when we think about  how her
statement  relates to populat ion–and to population
connect ions. In just one sentence, Gabriela gets at the
central importance of population stabilization to the
p l a n e t ’s future, and to the future of the world’s chil-
d ren. In one sentence, she reveals the links between
population stabil ization, the environment, women’s
e m p o w e rment, education, and the quality of l ife.

We know that population growth is at the core of
many of today’s problems. And we know how to attain
population stabilization. We’ve made t re m e n d o u s
p ro g ress in improving the lives of  men, women, and
c h i l d ren all over the world. Many children live happy,
healthy lives–but many mill ions do not. Mill ions of
c h i l d ren cannot read. M ill ions of  girls are forced to
m a rry and have children at a terribly young age. So,
we stil l  have work to do, and we have serious chal-
lenges, part icularly in President  Bush’ s policies,
including the Global Gag Rule.

To better meet those challenges, on May 1, 2002,
ZPG became Population Connection. Our name has

changed, but  our mission is staying the same. 
We’ll continue to educate and advocate for population
stabilization, with this issue of The Report e r e x a m i n-
ing some of those “connections.” 

This R e p o rt e rhas a feature story on the links
between real people and populat ion, and between pop-
ulation, re p roductive rights, and the enviro n m e n t .
And in another article, population experts tell us what
they think about those connections. But most impor-
t a n t l y, you’l l see that Populati on Connect ion is 
working hard to bring attention to these issues. Yo u ’ l l
see us working on Capitol Hil l during Capitol Hil l
D a y s ,which was our best yet. We had a great A nnual
Aw a rds Dinner, and our annual Population Education
writing contest was a huge hit, garnering thousands
of entries. 

But we can’t do all of this work alone. We re a l l y
need your help. We need your  help to raise the 
visibil ity of the population issue–and to overt u rn bad
policies. So, when you see the envelope insert e d
between the pages of  this magazine, just take it  out,
and use it  to send a gif t to Population Connection.
We have a lot  of work in front of us. Just think:
C h i l d ren every w h e re want  a good life, just l ike
Gabriela from Bolivia. But they won’t have it unless
we can do our work.
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