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P resident Bush’s imposition of the Global Gag Rule and refusal to release $34 million in UNFPA
family planning funding has greatly damaged family planning programs all over the world.

The $34 million could prevent 2 million unwanted pregnancies, nearly  800,000 abort i o n s ,
4,700 maternal deaths, almost 60,000 maternal i llnesses and more than 77,000 infant and child
d e a t h s .The Atlanta Journ a l - C o n s t i t u t i o n

It is a form of arrogance to impose a gag rule on doctors and health advocates in other coun-
tries as the price of receiving vital assistance for its poorest and most defenseless citizens, par-
ticularly its women, especially when it involves an activity that is constitutionally protected in
the United States. The New York Ti m e s

At a time when the United States has become painfully aware of the consequences of neglecting
basic needs in the developing world, it seems especially myopic to deny help for one of  the most
fundamental of needs—allowing women to exercise control over their fert i l i t y... It is ironic that
after the President Bush’s and Laura Bush’s stirring words in support of Afghan women, he is
now considering punishing an organization that is doing as much as any to assist them.
Christian Science Monitor

Bush risks undermining work that is critical in developing countries when he joins in the view
that one cent used to teach poor women to space out pregnancies for healthier families or to
p rovide condoms and education to counter the spread of  HIV/AIDS is a cent spent pro m o t i n g
a b o rtion. President Bush should honor the decision of Congress and release the money to the
U.N. Populat ion Fund. A k ron Beacon

G e o rge Bush just doesn’t get the Population Connection. 

You get it.


