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The stars made an early appearance in New York City on M ay 2nd, when Population
Connection hosted its 5t hannual dinner!

The event—which drew more than 150 music industry heavyweights and longtime support-
ers of Population Connection—kicked off with the announcement  of the org a n i z a t i o n ’s new
name, which received a warm reception f rom dinner guests. 

S e rene bamboo trees and lit  candles conjured up the evening’s theme of an Indonesian May
Moon Festival. The motif was especially elegant against the backdrop of the Angel Ore n s a n z
Foundation for the Arts, a historic synagogue located in M anhattan’s Lower East Side. 

The dinner committee included Clive Davis of J Records, Tom Freston of M TV, Frances
P reston of BMI, Antonio Reid of Arista Records, Denise Rich, and Jann Wenner of Wenner Media.  

The committee members were enthusiastic about the dinner–and about the job Population
Connection is doing. As Ms. Rich said, “This event is great. You’ve done a wonderful job!” 

Taking center stage this year was 2002 honoree Tom Silverman, founder of Tommy Boy
R e c o rds. Silverm a n ’s snappy speech detailed his l if elong commitment  to environmental 

Honoree Tom Silverman speaks to the sell-out crowd.
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p rotection and re p roductive choice. The New York native earned a degree in environmental 
science as a student at Colby College, and has worked t irelessly to promote the issue of 
population stabilization among his friends and associates. 

S i l v e rman is a long-time Population Connection support e r, as he noted in his talk. His
speech praised Population Connection, describing how populat ion growth hinders women’s
rights, education, environmental pre s e rvation and re p roductive choices. 

“The issue of unrestrained population growth is important for everyone,” Silverman said.
“ We all have to live on this planet  together and we’re running out of ro o m . ”

Dance Diva Amber—famous for hits such as “A bove the Clouds” and “This is Your Night”—
sang several of her songs and was a big success with the cro w d .

As guests l ingered in the beautiful synagogue, it was obvious to everyone that the stylish
event  had cemented Population Connection’s appeal and the new name was a success.  We
expect the coming years to be just as fru i t f u l !

Population Connection President, Peter H. Kostmayer and Honoree
Tom Silverman.

Jo Ann Smoak (center) of Population Connection, with 
Dr. Tyrone Malloy (right) Board Member and friend.

John Seager (left) Executive Director, Population
Connection, Don Keinz, Acadia Consulting, and Becki
Harris, Population Connection Development Coordinator.

Seymour Stein, (left), CEO, Sire Records chats with
Attorney Paul Marshall.


