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Students Speak for the Planet
in Aw a r d - Winning Radio Ads
by Pamela Wasserman, Director of Population Education

Have you ever been driving and listening to the radio when an ad or public service announcement (PSA)
really grabbed your attention? Population Education staff challenged middle and high school students to cre a t e
such an ad with a twist—they must creatively show the connection between population growth and an enviro n-
mental problem.  

The contest, And, Now…A Wo rd from Our Planet, inspired students and teachers the world over to cre a t e
i m p o rtant, 30-second messages for the airwaves. Launched last fall, the contest became a favorite assignment of
teachers of  creative writing, geography and environmental studies, who applauded this innovative vehicle for getting

students interested in population connections.  “Thank you for creating this
inspiring contest,” wrote Kathy Russell-Fernandez, a sixth grade teacher fro m
Sacramento, CA. “I used your contest in my science curriculum to stimulate
thought and discussion about environmental issues, and the results were
e x t remely successful.”

Dozens of such letters from teachers arrived with their students’
ent ries. By the contest deadline in mid-Febru a ry, ZPG’s office had re c e i v e d
nearly 5,000 entries from every part of the U.S. and 26 other countries!

The Env e l o p e,P l e a s e

It took staf f weeks to read through the entries and assess their suc-
cess at creatively making the population connection to one of  the following
e n v i ronmental issues: climate change, re s o u rce shortages, pollution and
habitat  loss. The field was narrowed to six finalists in each age category.
Judges in the f ields of radio communication and public relations made the
final selections and the top winners will have their entries pro f e s s i o n a l l y
p roduced this spring.

While only six students take home prize money ($1000 for first place;
$500 for second place), all of the students learned valuable lessons about
e n v i ronmental connections and how each of us can work toward a sustain-
able future. When asked what she enjoyed most about participating in the
contest, Heather Demers, first place winner for our middle school category,
and wrote that she appreciated “ having the opportunity to make a 
d i ff e rence, and for my voice to be heard and shared with others.”

Grades 6-8:
First Place: Heather Demers, 8th Grade, Shelburne Community School, Shelburne, VT

Second Place: Rosanne Abdulla and Sarah Allux, 8th Grade, Centennial Public School, Waterloo, ON

Grades 9-10:
First Place: Phil Galligan, 10th Grade, Central High School, St. Paul, MN

Second Place: Sloan Isom, Sarah McNeese, and Rachel Katz, Lassiter High School, Marietta, GA

Grades 11-12:
First Place: Adam Conway, 12th Grade, Hudson High School, Hudson, MA
Second Place: Eric Simons, 12th Grade, Central High School, St. Paul, MN

Population Connection Fellows wade through a
flood of contest entries.
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First Place Prize – Grade 11-12
Adam Conway, Grade 12, Hudson, MA

I heard a ru m o r. . .
We might become a planetary tumor.
With population 6 bil lion...
Each year add another eighty million.
By 2025...
It may be hard to surv i v e .
E v e ryone is sprawling...
Which is leading to human falling.
The planet can’t sustain...
The human population pain.
Automobiles, homes, f actories...
Plug up the people’s olfactory.
I n c reased industrialization...
And too much population.
Cause contaminated air we bre a t h e
Makes Earth a place to leave
And the American way. . .
To throw four pounds of garbage a day,
These mountains of garbage...
Cause a blockage in the right of way.
But, there is a solution...
To the large problems of pollution.
So begin to re c y c l e . . .
To help the human lif e cycle.
And don’t f re t . . .
For more info hit populationconnection.org on the net

First Place Prize – Grades 9-10
Phil Galligan, Grade 10, St. Paul, M N

M A N :E v e ry minute the world’s population grows by 176 people.

S F X :Sound of  single baby crying softly, far away.  

M A N :T h a t ’s 3,520 people every 20 minutes...

S F X :Sound of  second baby crying, now closer.

M A N : (beginning to raise voice)...and a city the size of Los Angeles every two weeks.

S F X :Sound of more babies crying, now becoming agitated and annoyingly loud.

M A N : (speaking loudly) The problem is that the world can’t  sustain that kind of  gro w t h .

S F X :M o re babies cry i n g .

M A N : (now beginning to yell) Already the world’s inhabitants are experiencing insuf ficient amounts of  food and
w a t e r.

S F X :M o re babies.

M A N : (yelling forcefully but barely audible over the din of babies) Eight hundred million people are curre n t l y
u n d e rnourished, and nearly 1.3 bil lion don’t have access to safe water.

S F X :Sudden quiet.

M A N :L e t ’s address the problems of population growth now. . .

S F X :One baby, cooing.

M A N : ...because a healthy, sustainable environment should be every baby’s birt h r i g h t .

First Place Prize – Grades 6-8
Heather Demers, Grade 8, Shelburne, VT

.....Because Water Mat ters

One dripping faucet...[sound of dripping faucet]

One never-ending flushing toilet...[sound of  toilet flushing]

One half hour shower. . .

S T O P ! Wait one minute, how many people l ive on this earth?  
Six bill ion, not just one!   [sound of a person sighing]

Six bill ion dripping faucets...[sound of  many dripping f aucets]

Six bill ion never-ending flushing toilets...[sound of many flushing toilets]

Water is essential to the survival of all living things, plants, animals and
humans.  As the world’s population increases so does the demand for
f resh water.  An estimated 30,000 deaths are caused around the world,
d a i l y, from lack of  fresh water.

So the next time there is a dripping faucet ...[sound of  dripping faucet]

...a never-ending flushing toilet...[sound of  a toilet  flushing]

. . . S T O P, and fix it.  Don’t let  the water just go to waste and don’t just
think of one person, think of our whole world...because water matters!


