Students Speak for the Planet
In Award-Winning Radio Ads

by Pamela \&sseman, Diector of Population Education

Have you ever been driving and listening to the radio when an ad o public service announcement (PSA)
really grabbed your att ention? Popul aion Education staff challenged midd e and high schod studentsto create
uch an ad with atwit—theymug cregtively show the connection between populaion growth and an environ-
mentd problem.

The contet, And, Now...A Wor fram Cur Planet, ingired sudents and teachers the world over to create
impottant, 30-second messages for the arwaves. Launched lest fdl, the contest became afavorite assgnment of
teachers d creativewriting, geography and environmenta studies who gpp auded thisinnovetive vehidefar getting

dudents interested in population connections “Thank you for creating this
ingoiring contest,” wrote Kathy Russ |-Fer nandez, a 9 xth grade teacher from
Sacramento, CA. “l used your contest in my science curriculum to stimulae
thought and discussion abaut environmenta issues and the reaults were
extemdy successful .’

Dazens of such letters from teechers arrived with their students
entries. By the contet deadinein mid-Februaty, ZPG's office had received
nearly 5,000 entriesfromevery part of the U.S and 26 other countries!

The EnvelopePlease

It took ste f weeks to read through the entries and assess their suc-
cessa creetively meking the papulation connection toone d the folloning
envionmental issues dimate change, resouce shortages, pollution and
hahitat loss. The field was narrowed to dx finaligs in each age caegory.
Judgesin the fields of radio communicaion and public rd aions made the
final slections and the top winners will have ther entries professionally
produced this spring.

While anly sx studentstakehame prize money ($1000 for firg place;
$500 for second place), dl of the students learned va uable lesons about
envionmenta connectionsand how each of us can work tovard a sustain-
able future When asked what she enjoyed mog about participating in the
contedt, Hesther Demers first placewinner for our middleschool category;
and wrote that she appreciaed “having the opportunity to make a

difference, and far my voice to beheard and shared with others.”
Population Connection Fellows wade through a
flood of contest entries.

Grades6-8:

First Pace Heather Demers 8th Grade, Shelburne Cammunity Schod, Shelburne, VT
SecondPlace: Rosanne Abdullaand Sarah Allux, 8th Grade, Centennid Public School, Waterloo, ON

Grades9-10:

Frst Place: Phil Galligan, 10th Grade, Centrd High School, St Paul, MN
Second Place: Soan Isom, Sarah McNeee, and Rachd Katz, Lasster High School, Marietta, GA

Grades11-12:

Frst Place: Adam Conway, 12th Grade, Hudson Hich Schod, Hudson, MA
Second Place Eric Smong 12th Grade, Centrd High School, St Paul, MN
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Fr< Place Prize—Grade 11-12
Adam Gonway, Grade 12, Hudson, MA

| heard arumor..

We might becomea panetary tumor.
With populaion 6 billion...

Each year add another eighty million.
By 2025...

It may be hard to survive.
EveymeisspraMing...
Whichisleading to human fdling.
The panetcan't sugan...

The human population pain.
Autonobiles homes, factories...
Plug up the peopl€solfactary.
Incessed indudtridization...

And too much population.

Cause contaminated air webreathe
Makes Earth a place to leave

And theAmerican way...

To throw four pounds of garbage aday,
Thesemountains of garbage...

Cause ablackage in the right of way.
But, thereisasolution...

To the large prollems of pollution.
Sobegn torecycle...

To help the humen lifecyde.

And don'tfret...

First Place Prize— Gredes 6-8

Heather Demers, Grade 8, Shelburne, VT

.....Because Water Metters

Onedripping faucet...[sound of dripping faucet]
Onenever-endng flushing talet..[sound of toiletflushing]
Onehalf hour shower...

STOP! Wait one minute, how many people live on this earth?
Six hillion, not just one!  [sound of a person sighing]

Sxbillion dripping faucets...[sound d many dripping faucets]
Sxhillion never-ending flushing toil ets..[sound of many flushing toil ets]

Water is esential to the survivd of all living things, plants, aninmds and
humens As theworld's population increases 9 does the demend for
fresh water. An estimated 30,000 deaths are caused around the world,
daily from lack of fresh water.

Sothenexttimethereisa dripping faucet ..[sound of drippng faucet]

..anever-endng flushing talet..[sound of atoilet flushing]

...STOPand fixit Don't let the water just go to wage and don't jus
think of oneperson, think of our wholewarld ..because water matters

For mareinfo hit popul ationconnection.org onthenet

MAN: Evey minute theworlds pgoulation grows by 176 people.

SFX:Sound d singebaby crying softly, far anay.

MAN: Thats 3,520 people every 20 minutes...

SFX:Sound d second baby crying, now doser.

MAN: (beginning to raise voice)..and acity thesizeof Los Angel es every two weeks
SFX:Sound of morebabies crying, now becoming agit aed and annoyingly loud.

MAN: (pesking loudly) Theprablemisthat theworld can't sugain that kind of growth.
SFX:Morebabies crying.

MAN: (now beginning to yell) Already the warld's inhabitants are experiencing insufficient amountsof food and
water

SFX:Morebabies

MAN: (yeling forcefully but barely audble over the din of babieg Eight hundred million people are currently
undemaurished, and nearly 1.3 billion don't have access to safe water.

SFX:Sudden quiet

MAN: Let’s addr ess the proll ems of popul aion growth now...

SFX:Onebaby, cooing.

MAN: ..becausea hed thy, susta nabl e environment shauld beevery baby'shirthright.
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