2002 Capitol Hill Days participants take a break from an active day of lobbying.

recod turnout of over one hundred
A fifty activists made the dxth annud

Capitol Hill Days one of the most
exdting—and productive—eventsyett

From 36 states and 89 congressiona
districts, activists representing ZPG, the
Nationa Wildlife Federation, and Sierra Club
gatheed in Washington, D.C. to learn, lobby,
and sight-see thispast March.

While many o our activists are Capitol
Hill Days “pelennids'—veteran activigs and
organizerswho show up everyyear, manly for
the thrill of spending four days with abunch
of people as enthusiastic aout population
isaues as themsd ves—others were new pertic-
ipants looking to learn more about population
issuesand | abbying.

The weekend's programs catered to both
groups Early arrivals met at our “Welcome
Reception” where smdl tadk quickly turned
into animeted discussions of population and

activism eeriences. Attendees continued the
lively exchange long after the ehausted gaff
(induding the author of this artide) called it
quitsand retreated to their hotd rooms!

Everyone rdlied the next marning for a
day d information and educaion. Margaret
Pollack, from the U.S. Stae D epartment, and
Margaret Neuse, from U.S. Agency for
Intemational Devel opment, addressed
participants on population and family
planning. We then dispersed to isuue farums,
which included “Population, Wildlife and
Biodiversity “Population, Energy and
Climate Change,” and “Family Planning
PogramsAroundthe Warld.”

Abubakar Dungus, of the United
Nations Populaion Fund, spoke to a rapt

crowd on the continuing need for access to

contr aception—especially in developing
countries, often ravaged by war, where
women still sufer greatly fom the inability
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Seattle activists looking forward to their training.

College student-lobbyists were a big help on the Hill.

to control their own fertility—and the ways in
which UNFRA is helping to povide it.

The immense anount d information presented
tha day, far fram exhausting our tirdess go-getters
oot participants even more excited abaut their vidts
with legidaors. One activist lauded the presentations,
sying they covered an “excellent veriety of issues and
information, without be ng complicated, simplistic, or
repetitive” Another participant sad, “It was agood
refresher and reminder of what we read in the
newsletters Itredly motivated meto takeaction!”

Day two was the training part of the weekend,
and provided participants with the tools needed to
influence ther elected officids. Topics induded the
“ABC’s of the Legidlative Process;” “Developing
Messagesfar the Media;” andthe “Do's and Don'ts” of
meedting with alegislator. Activists separated into
groups by state, and organized and stra egized for
their upcoming meatingson Capitol Hill.

Two full days of lobbying followed, with activists
medting with their representatives and senators and
staf. We saw the most legidators yet, megting with 64
representatives and 49 sendors.

We hopethat wewere able to makea dfference in
a least one member's view—ar vote. We know that
Capitd Hill Days made adifference for our activists.
Asone student activig damed, “I haveamuch better
understanding about family planning and environ-
mental issues. | redly didn't know a lot before, but
now | really feel like 1 do.” Theindviduds whocame
to Washingion for the event left with a greater sense
d theimportance d population policy, ther ahility to
advocatefor it, and their ability to influence it.

We hopewell seeyau there next yeer!

Cant make it to Capitol Hill Days 2003?You can il
make a differencel Just sponsar a Gapitol Hill Days
Paticipant It's essy and lets you ensure our nationd
repesentatives know how i mportant popul ation issues
ake For more informetion, cal Becki Harris at 1-800-
767-1956.

Two participants chat about their day.

Sen. Lincoln Chafee (R-R.l.) meets with a campus activist.

Rep. Brian Baird (D-WA) and Dave Gamrath from Seattle

discuss population issues.

The Repoer Spring/Summer 20023



