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Capitol Hill Days 2002
Another Resounding Success

2002 Capitol Hill Days participants take a break from an active day of lobbying.

A re c o rd turnout of over one hundred 
fifty activists made the sixth annual 
Capitol Hil l Days one of the most

exciting—and productive—events yet!
F rom 36 states and 89 congressional  

districts, act ivi sts re p resenting ZPG, the
National Wildlife Federation, and Sierra Club
g a t h e red in Washington, D.C. to learn, lobby,
and sight-see this past Marc h .

While many of our activists are C a p i t o l
Hil l Days “ p e rennials”—veteran activists and
o rganizers who show up every year, mainly for
the thril l of spending four days with a bunch
of people as enthusiast ic about populat ion
issues as themselves—others were new part i c-
ipants looking to learn more about population
issues and lobbying.

The weekend’s programs catered to both
g roups. Early arrivals met at our “We l c o m e
Reception”  where small talk quickly turn e d
into animated discussions of population and

activism experiences. Attendees continued the
lively exchange long after the exhausted staff
(including the author of  this article) called it
quits and re t reated to their hotel ro o m s !

E v e ryone rall ied the next morning f or a
day of  information and education. Marg a re t
Pollack, from the U.S. State Department, and
M a rg a ret  Neuse, fr om U.S.  Agency for
I n t e rnat ional Devel opment , addr essed 
p a rti cipants on  populati on  and famil y 
planning. We then dispersed to issue foru m s ,
which included “Population, Wildlife and
B i o d i v e r s i t y,” “Populat i on,  Ener gy and
Climate Change,”  and “Family Planning
P rograms A round the World.” 

Abubakar  Dun gus,  of  the Uni ted
Nations Populat ion Fund, spoke to a rapt
crowd on the continuing need for access to
contr acepti on—especially in developing
count ri es, of ten ravaged by war, wher e
women still suffer greatly from the inability
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to cont rol their own fert i l i t y—and the ways in
which UNFPA is helping to provide it.  

The immense amount of  information pre s e n t e d
that day, far from exhausting our tireless go-getters,
got participants even more excited about their visits
with legislators. One activist lauded the pre s e n t a t i o n s ,
saying they covered an “excellent variety of issues and
i n f o rmation, without being complicated, simplistic, or
repetitive.” Another participant said, “I t was a good
re f resher and reminder of  what we r ead in the
newsletters. It really motivated me to take action!”

Day two was the training part of the weekend,
and provided participants with the tools needed to
influence their elected officials. Topics included the
“ A B C ’s of the L egi slative Pr ocess;” “Developing
Messages for the Media;” and the “Do’s and Don’ts” of
meeting with a legislator. A ct ivists separated into
g roups by state, and organized and strategized for
their upcoming meetings on Capitol Hil l.

Two full days of lobbying followed, with activists
meeting with their re p resentatives and senators and
s t a ff . We saw the most legislators yet, meeting with 64
re p resentatives and 49 senators.

We hope that we were able to make a diff e rence in
at least one member’s view—or vote.  We know that
Capitol Hill Days made a diff e rence for our activists.
As one student act ivist  claimed, “I have a much better
understanding about  family planning and enviro n-
mental issues.  I really didn’t know a lot before, but
now I really feel like I do.”  The individuals who came
to Washington for the event left with a greater sense
of  the importance of  population policy, their ability to
advocate for it, and their ability to inf luence it.

We hope we’ll see you there next year!

C a n ’t make it to Capitol Hill Days 2003? You can still
make a dif f e rence! Just sponsor a Capitol Hil l Days
P a rt i c i p a n t. It’s easy and lets you ensure our national
re p resentatives know how important population issues
a re. For more information, call Becki Harris at 1-800-
767-1956. 

Seattle activists looking forward to their training.

College student-lobbyists were a big help on the Hill.

Two participants chat about their day.

Sen. Lincoln Chafee (R-R.I.) meets with a campus activist.

Rep. Brian Baird (D-WA) and Dave Gamrath from Seattle
discuss population issues.


